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(Continued from p. 166, vol. iv.) 
CHAPTER I. 
NUMBER Xil. 


The number of frraying Indians 
in the colony of New-Pilimouth, 


and girls, under 12 years old, 
which were supposed to be more 
than three times that number. 
The particular places where 
these Indians then lived were, 


At Pawmet, Billingsgate, 
and Eastham or Nauset, 26% 
At Manamoyet, - - 115 
At Sackatucket and Nob- 
scusset, - - - 121 
At Matakeesee, - rune 
At Skarnton, or Scanton, - 51 
At Mashpee, - - - 141 





A.D 1685—-Continnation of | At Suckanesset, - - 77 
the account of Mr. Eliot's | At Monamet, - r - 1lo 
missionary services—=The con- | At Salt Water Pond, a 


clusion of theme His character, 
as briefly dravun by two gen- 
tlemen of distinction in civil 
Ufc, who were cotemporaru, 
end well acquainted with him— 
Aphendix, containing a Letter 
Jrom Hon. Robert Boyle to the 
Commissioners of the united Col- 
onies, and their answer. 


t 


if the year 1685, Mr. Hink- | 
ley, Governor of Plimouth, | 


sent the corporation in England 
al account of the praying In- 
cians then in that colony. They 
«mounted ta 1439, besides boys 
Vou. VI. No. 6. 


At Namasket, and Titicut, 70 
At Namatakeeset, - = 68 
At Moxisset, - - « 88 





At Cooxit, - - - 120 
At Seconet,* - - - 90 
1439 








| In a former Number it was 
| briefly hinted, that Mr. Eliot, 
‘at an early period, set up the 
| practice of catechising the In- 
' dians, who attended his lectures. 
| He, with many other judicious 





i * Hlutchinson’s History, vol. i. p. 349. 
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Divines,* and, I presume, with 
the generality, was of opinion, 
that the catechetical mode of in- 
struction would be very useful, 
both to children and adults. 

Accordingly he composed two 
catechisms in the Indian lan- 
cuage, containing the principles 
of the Christian religion ; a shor- 
ter for children, and a longer for 
older persons, which were pub- 
lished some years before the 
New Testament, which he trans- 
Jated into the Indian tongue, 
was printed; and doubtless as 
early as cl’cumstances would al- 
tow. 


* Dr. C. Mather observes, * Cat- 
echising isa noble exercise : It will 
insensibly bring a Minister into a way 
to do good that surpasses all expres- 
sion. His Sermons will be very much 
jost upon an uncatechised people. 
Nor will people mind so much what 
he speaks to them in the pulpit, as 
what he speaks to them in the more 
familiar way of applying the answers 
of the catechism. Never any Min- 
ister, who was a great catechiser, did 
repent of it. ‘Thousands have bles- 
sel God with wonders and praises, 
for the good success of it.” Bonifa- 
cins, p. 95, 95. 

In the advertisement prefixed to 

Dr > Catechisms, there are 
these observable words; ‘* More 
Knowledge is commonly didused, es- 
pecially among the young and un- 
learned, by the exercise cf one hour, 
in the way of cateslism, than by the 
conijnued discourses cf many. This 
mode of instruction excites attention, 
and helps the understanding. For this 
reason it is recommended to all pa- 
rents and masters of families.” &e. 

Dr. Doddridze, in an address to 
parents upon the religious ecucation 
of children, gives them the following 
advice, supported by important ree- 
sons: ‘© Let your children attend 
upon our catechetica! lectures, which 
are peculiarly intended for their ser- 
vice.” 


aeee 


J 
Yariis 


Attenipis to Chrisiianize the Indians. 





[Dec. 


At his lectures he catechised, 
iirst the children, then the adults, 
He made use of the influence 
he had with his hearers, of yari- 
ous ages, to induce them to learn 
the catechisms he had prepared 
for them. 

He took particular pains, in 
suitable ways, to ingratiate him- 
self with the children, in order 
to promote their best good ; 
and he had the satisfaction to 
find, that his endeavors produced 
an happy effect.t The children, 
partly at Ieast from their affec- 
tion to him, were stimulated to 
apply their minds with diligence, 
to the study of those little books 

i 

‘€ T bless God I have seen the hap- 
py effects of this exercise, both in 
the places where I was educated, 
whilst a child, and in those where 
I was formerly fixed. I will not, at 
large, insist on the advantages which 
may attend this mode of instruction. 
You easily see, that it will be an en- 
gagement to the children to learn 
these excellent summaries of divine 
truth, when their progress in them 
is so often examined: By repeating 
it themselves, and hearing it rehears- 
ed by others, it will be more deeply 
fixed upon their memories: The ex- 
position of it in a plain and familiar 
manner, may much improve their 
understandings in the doctrines and 
duties of rehgion—We n ay hope 
that by the hlessing of GJ, some 
good impressions may be made npor 
the minds of children.” Ser. iii. on 
Education, page 7%, 72. Sd edition. 

“I cannot but take occasion to 
say, Catechising, though it be now so 
much neglected, has been found to 
be of excellent use, by laying a re- 
straint upon every vicious passion, 
and nourishing children up in the 
words of faith and of good doctrine.” 
Fam. Expos. on Eph. vi. 4. Note. 


+ That Minister, who by a pleas- 
ing, but yet dignified behavior, ca” 
gain the affections and respect of the 
children ef the congregation, may 
eutertain comfortable hopes, that his 
labors with them will not be inva" 
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upon divine subjects, which he 
ut into their hands. 

And this good man had the 
nleasure to find, that both adults 
and children made laudable pro- 
ficiency in Christian knowledge. 
And he had the happiness toun- 
derstand, that many of the prose- 
Ivtes, and after a time the genc- 
rality, prayed in their families 
morning and evening, and that 
with much apparent affection 
and reverence.* 

Mr. Eliot was desirous of 
being as extensively useful as 
might be—to communicate the 
knowledge of the divine Sa- 
viour to as great numbers, as 
was iz hts power: He therefore 
not only visited the yarious vil- 
lages of the natives, as often as 
circumstances would allow ; but 
was careful to take journies to 
preach the gospel in places, 
where, upon special occasions, 

large numbers of them were 
collected ; as when, from vari- 
ous parts, they resorted to the 
best fishing places—when they 
assembled to attend the court of 
the English magistrate who was 
superintendent in their civil con- 
cerns, &e.t 

So intent was he upon propa- 
gating the gospel among them, 

that he used his influence, by 
conversation and letters, to ex- 
cite other ministers and scho- 
lars, both in the Massachusetts 
and other colonies, to qualify 
themselves, and to engage in 
the benevolent and important 
work, and prosecute it, as far as 
circumstances would permit : 
And some good success attend- 
ed, and followed these endeav- 
ors; several worthy men learn- 
ed the language of the natives, 





* Gookin’s Historical Collections, 
p 169, + Gookin, p. 186. 
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preached lectures to them in a 
stated course, and took much 
pains to Christianize and civilize 
them.* 

It being difficult, if not im- 
practicable to supply all the vil- 
lages of the Christianized In- 
dians, or even the most of them, 
with fixed Enelish ministers ; 
to remedy, in some measure, 
this defect, Mr. Ehot, in declin- 
ing years, used special encdeav- 
ors to qualify some of the natives 
to be teachers of their country- 
men. Mr. Gookin gives an ac- 
count of this in the words follow- 
ing: “ Me. Ehiot has, of late 
“ years (i. ¢. for some years pre- 
“ ceding the year 1674) fallen 
“ into a practice among the In- 
“ dians, the better to prepare, 
“ and furnish them with abilities 
“ to explain and apply the scrip- 
“ tures, by setting up a lecture 
“ among: them in logic and the- . 
“ ology, once every fortnight, all 
“the summer, at Natick, at 
“ which he reads and explains 
“ to them the principles of those 
“ arts. And God has been pleas- 
“ ed graciously so to bless these 
“ means, that several of them, 
“ especially young men of acute 
“ parts, have gained much know- 
“ledge, and are able to speak 
“ methodically, and properly, 
“unto any plain text of scrip- 
“ture; yea, as well as can be 
“ imagined such little means of 
“learning can enable them to 
“do. From this church and 
“town of Natick have issued 
“ forth, as from a seminary of 
“ virtue and picty, sundry teach- 
“ ers, that are employed in sev- 
“ eral new preaching towns.” 

Mr. Eliot continued his mis- 
sionary labors among the In- 
dians ’till very old age, and its 

a 


*. Gookin, p. 172. 
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attendant infirmities, obliged 
him to give them over. Perhaps 
to noman, since St. Paul, and 
his inspired brethren, could the 
title of, “ A Teacher, a Minis- 
ter, and an Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles,” be aflixed with greater 
propriety, than tohim. He was 
in the service of the gospel a- 
mong them muchof his time 
for more than forty years in suc- 
cession ; took frequent, and dis- 
tant, tedious, and perilous jour- 
nies to visit their various tribes, 
and plantations. He taught 
them with plainness and fidel- 
ity, theimportant doctrines of 
Christianity ; and was uncom- 
monly diligent in the work. 
Through the whole of his 
‘missionary course, he acted with 
that uprightness, which be- 
came a Christian minister ; de- 
testing such fraudulent and dis- 
honorable measures, as have 
been taken by certain missiona- 
ries of another communion, I 
mean the Romish, soine of whom 
lave been detected in using the 
most base, and unciristian ways, 
to induce the heathen to imbibe 
their doctrines, and become 
members of their church.* 
~ieee 


* Instances of this kind occur in 
history. Dr. Mather communicates 
the following, which he thus introdu- 
ces: ** The Popish falsity disposes 
them to so much legerdemain in their 
applications (to the Indians) as is 
very disagreeable to the spirit and pro- 
gress of the gospel. My worthy 
friend, Myuheer Dellins, who has 
been sedulous and successful among 
the Maquas (Mohawks) assures me, 
thata French predicator (preacher) 
having been attempting to bring over 
those Indians into the interest, not of 
our Saviour so much as, of Canada ; 
atiast, fora cure of their infidelity, 
cold them, that he would give thema 
sien of God’s displeasure at them for 
it ; The sun should such @ day be put 
out. This terrined them at a sad rate ; 
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_ Nor was Mr. Eliot negligent 
in making attempts to introduce 
regular civil government, and 
the arts of civil life among the 
natives ; sensible that to civil- 
ize them, was of importance, as 
well as to gospelize them ; and 
that the former contributed, in 
no small degree, to the advance- 
ment of the latter. He paid 
careful and unwearied attention 
both to the civil and religious in- 
terests of the Indiaus in the va- 
rious plantations which he visit- 
ed. His heart was in the work: 
He engaged in it from the most 
pure and noble motives ; and the 
toils, hardships, and dangers 
with which it was attended, did 
not discourage his generous and 
pious mind: And the observable 
success which he met with, in 
many instances, stimulated him 
to pursue the service with unre- 
mitting vigor and diligence. 

Mr. Gookin, a friend and com- 
panion of Mr. Eliot, who was 
well acquainted with many of the 
Indians, as he was their super- 

— 
° * 

and with great admiration and ex- 
pectation they told the Dutch of what 
was to come to pass: The Duich re- 
plied, Zdis was no more than every 
child among them could foretel ; they 
all knew there would be aneclipse of the- 
sun ; but, said they, speak to Monsiexr, 
that he would get the sun extinguished! 
a day before, or a day after what he 
speaks of ; and if be can do that, believe 
dim. When the Indians thus under- 
stood what a trick the Frenchman 
would have put upon them, they be- 
came irreconcilably prejudiced against 
all his offers; nor have the French 
been since able to gain much upon 
that considerable people. The New- 
Englanders have used no such strata- 
gems and knaveries; ’tis the pure 
light of truth, which is all that has 
been used for the affecting of the rude 
people, whomit was easy to have 
cheated into our profession. 


Magnalia, h. iii. p. 204. 
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intending magistrate, observes, 
«For wy own part, I have no 
doubt, but am fully satisfied, ac- 
cording to the judgment of char- 
ity, that divers of them do fear 
God, and are true believers ; but 
vet I will not deny, but there 
may be some of them hypocrites, 
that profess religion, and yet are 
not sound hearted.”~—He ob- 
serves further, “ In all acts of 
public worship (for I have been 
often present with them) they 
demean themselves visibly with 
reverence, attention, modesty, 
and solemnity.”* 

Mr. Eliot continued to itstruct 
the Indians till within two or 
three years of his death. Tho’ 
near the close of his mission, 
his very advanced age, and con- 
sequent debility prevented him 
from doing so much for their 
spiritual and temporal interests 
whe ardently desired; yet he 
earnestly improved, in this ex- 
cellent work, the little strength 
ad ability which remained : 
And when he could no longer 
labor among them, theiminterest 
lay as near his heart as ever ; 
and he fervently prayed, that 
God would give success to the 
exertions of others, who had, or 
might enter into his labors. 

Ile was conscious of the de- 
cay, not only of his bodily, but 
Taental powers ; but was equal- 
ly conscious of the strength of 
his love: The venerable old man 
towards the close of life, when 
his age had rendered him unfit 
for almost all employments, and 
bereaved him, in a great meas- 
ure, of those gifts and parts, 
which once he had been accom- 
Plished with, being asked how 
he did, would sometimes an- 
wer, * Alas! I have lost every 

— 


© VWictant na . . 
-+istorical Collections, p. 183. 





thing ; my understanding leaves 
me ; my memory fails me ; my 
utterance fails me; but, I thank 
God, my charity holds out still ; 
I find ‘Aat rather grows than 
fails.”* Love tohis poor Indians, 
as well as the other branches of 
charity, remained unimpaired to 
the last. 

When the good work among 
them appeared to decline, as it 
did towards the close of his life, 
his mind was filled with tender 
grief: And to some of -his 
friends, a little before his death, 
he expressed himself in the fol- 
lowing pathetic strain: “ There 
is a cloud, a dark cloud upon the 
work of the gospel among the 
poor Indians; the Lord revive 
and prosper that work, and grant 
it may live, when I am dead.” 

The converted Indians had a 
great veneration for Mr. Eliot ; 
and appeared to have a deep 
sense of his kind and laborious 
services among them. “ And 
itis no wonder he was in such 
high esteem araong them—that 
they consulted him as their ora- 
cle in all difficult cases—that 
they loved him with a very 
strong affection, and would run 
all hazards to serve him: He 
really deserved highly of them ; 
for it may be doubted, whether 
any man, since the apostolic age, 
ever took more pains in the 
missionary work, than himself: 
His name therefore will be men- 
tioned with honor, as long as 
there is a Christian Indian in the 
world.”’+ 

Mr. Eliot was in high esteem, 
particularly as a missionary, not 
only with his brethren in the 
ministry, but also with gentle- 
men in civil life ; some of whom 

——— 
* Magnalia, b. iii, p. 151. 


+ Neil’s History, vol. i. p. 262. 
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left behind them written testi- 
monials of the sentiments they 
entertained of his solid worth. 
Capt. Roger Clap, one of the 
early settlers, and for many 
years commander of the Castle 
in Boston bay ; who resided 
within a few miles of him, was 
personally, and for a long time 
acquainted, gives him the follow- 
meg character ; “ Among others, 
{who instructed the natives in 
the Christian religion] the prin- 
cipal was that reverend man of 
God, Mr. John Eliot, teacher of 
the church of Christ at Roxbu- 
ry, whose great labor, and pains 
in catechising, preaching the 
word, and translating the Bible 
into the Indian language, God 
has blessed, I doubt not, to the 
converting of many among them. 
He that converteth souls, shall 
shine as the sun in the firm- 
ament. Oh! how glorious will 
the shining of that star be in 
heaven! I rejoice to think of 

The Hon. Daniel Gookin, who 
was intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Eliot, living within a few 
miles of him, and accompanying 
him in many of his visits to the 
Indians, gives him the following 
character, principally as an evan- 
gelist: He styles him, “ A 
learned, and worthy man—a pi- 
ous servant of God—one endow- 
ed with an extraordinary spirit, 
suitable for the work [of the 
gospel ministry, and particular- 
ly evangelizing the heathen]— 
a worthy, and active instrument 
—one divinely assisted by the 
Spirit of God. The principles 
which induced this precious ser- 
vant of Christ to undertake the 
work of Christianizing the hea- 
then were heroic, noble, and 


I 


* Clap’s Memcirs, p. 21. 
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Christian, and not any carnalanq 
by-ends ; for in those times no. 
thing of outward encouragement 
did appear : He preached sey. 
eral years without receiving any 
pecuniary reward—was unwei. 
ried in his endeavors to promote 
the salvation of the poor Indians 
—was, toa very advanced age, 
exceeding diligent, and careful 
to instruct them im the sound 
principles of the Christian reli. 
gion.” t 
APPENDIX. 


' It may not be unacceptable to 
some readers to finish this num- 
ber with the principal part of a 
letter from the Honorable Robert 
Boyle, Esq. (first governor of 
the society for propagating the 
gospel, among the Indians in 
New England, under the Char. 
ter granted by king Charles the 
second,) to the commissioneis 
of the United Colonies, together 
with their answer.} 
“ Honored Gentlemen, 

“ A letter of yours being bro’t 
hither, directed to Mr. Ashurst 
and Mr. Hutchinson ; though 
the former of these two genile- 
men, did, by the last ship, as he 
tells us, acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of it, and intimate the rea- 
sons of our silence ; yet now we 
think it meet to assure you also 
ourselves, how acceptable it was 
tous to be informed, partly by 
that letter of yours, and partly by 
the relation of some learned mi- 
nisters, that came, a while since; 
from New-England, that you 
continue your care, and concer! 
for the propagating the gospel 
6f Christ among the poor !n- 
dians. And we -are glad, that 

——_—— 

+ Gookin’s Historic Collections, 

p- 168, &c. 


$ Gookin’s Historical Collector 
> 15 
p. 215. 
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through the goodness of God, 
we are now ia a condition to ih- 
form you, that since the receipt 
of your lastly mentioned letter, 
it has pleased the king’s Majes- 
ty in Council, to grant a Charter 
of incorporation, wherein many 
of the nobility, and other persons 
of quality, and most of those 
gentlemen, that were Sormerly 
employed in the like work, are 
authorized and appointed to en- 
deavor the carrying on that /- 
ous design for converting the hea- 
shen natives : Whereir they de- 
servedly esteem it both an hon- 
or and advantage to be employed 
inthisnew establishment; being, 
among other particulars, enjoin- 
edto appoint commissioners in 
New England, to prosecute there, 
by our directions, his Majesty’s 
pious intentions.” 

“ We judge this to be a mat- 
ter of highest concernment that 
belongs to the work intrusted to 
use For all our endeavors here, 
and all the supplies we may pro- 
curefrom hence will be but inef- 
fectual, though not to our own 
souls, yet to the work we would 
promote, umless there be a pru- 
dent and faithful management of 
what we send over, by the com- 
missioners we shall appoint in 
New-England, and those they 
shallemploy. And _ therefore, 
since having obtained the best in- 
lormation we can, and seriously 
considered the matter, we have 
pitched on the same course, that 
hath been formerly taken in pur- 
suance of the same ends and 
care. Accordingly, determined 
at present to desire you to take 
pon you again the care and 
Management of this work upon 
the place. We hope you will 
discern, how greata trust we 
willingly repose in you ; and we 
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comply, as formerly you have 
done, with our directions here- 
in: The business wherein we 
desire to engage you;being suchy 
as we thing it truly honorable to 
be engaged in ourselves ; and 
the design being of a nature to 
which the greatest and most 
precious promises are annexed : 
Besides, that the civilizing and 
converting of your barbarousand 
unbelieving neighbors, is that, 
whose success will be, in some 
regards, of more immediate ad- 
vantage to yourselves, than to 
us.” 

“ Our good wishes to so Chris- 
tian a work, makes it much our 
trouble to see the means of car- 
rying it on no greater than we 
now, at our entrance, find them : 
Which we mention, not by way 
of reflection upon those, to whose 
hands the management of them 
was committed before the grant 
of our charter ; but because it is 
necessary for us to acquaint you 
with the condition we are bro’t 
to, partly by the great charge 
you and we have been at on sev- 
eral necessary occasions, and 
partly, and indeed chiefly by the 
injurious dealing of some, who 
take advantage of the letter of 
the Jaw, against all justice and 
equity, to repossess themselves, 
of what they formerly sold, 
whereby the greatest part of our 
revenue is, at present, detained 5 
which will prove, we fear, very 
expensive, and somewhat difli- 
cult to recover. We cannot 
be so despondent, as not to hope 
that the Providence of God will, 
by some ineans or other, provide 
for the supply of a work, so 
much tending to /fis own glory, 
and so acceptable to those, who 
are so heartily concerned for it.” 

——— “ Phat [mosey] which 








} . 
coubt not of your readiness to 


is from time to time laid out, we 














































208 


desire may, according to com- 
mendable practice, b< sent over, 
in a particular account, within 
the year. And it may assist us, 
in the regulating our expenses, 
if you be pieased to Jet us know, 
by the first conveniency, what 
further charge you judge you 
shall be put to by perfecting the 
printing of the Bible. The use 
of that Divine book, and also a 
constant use of cafechisms, we 
judge mostnecessary for the In- 
dians’ instruction in religion. 
And we also think it may con- 
duce to unity and order, if the 
same catechism be geherally 
taught amongst them.” 

“ Tf our stock do increase, 
which, we hope, hereafter it 
may ; especially since his Ma- 
jesty himself has graciously 
pleased particularly to counte- 
nance this work, and to secure, 
both what has been, and what 
may be given towards it, by a 
legal settlement, which before 
was wanting :-—If, we say, our 
means increase, we shall consi- 
der of some employment, in the 
way of trade and manufacture, 
to employ the Indians in. Or 
if, in the interim, there occurs to 
you any thing about this, or any 
other matter, that, you judge, 


may tend tothe promoting of 


that rood work, wherein we have 
the happiness to be jointly en- 
gaced, your informations and 
advice will be, as well as your 
assistance, very welcome to us.” 
** Signed in the name, and by 
the appointment of the corpora- 
tion for the propagating of the 
gospel in America. 
Pr. Rorert Boytn, Gov.” 
London, May 15, 1662. 
“kor the worshipful, the com- 
missioners of the United Col- 
onies of New England, in New 
England, These.”— 
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Answer of the Commissioners. 
“ Right Honorable, 

“ We received yours of the 
15th of May, 1662—Thatit plea- 
sed the Lord to put it into the 
heart of our dread sovereign, the 
king’s Majesty, with his most 
honorable Council, to cast a fa- 
vorable aspect upon these so far 
remote parts of his dominions, 
not only to the owning of his 
subjecis, the people of his own 

nation, with privilege of protec- 
tion, and confirmation of our 
wonted liberties to the rejoicing 
of the hearts of many, the Lord's 
poor people here, that were be- 
fore sad, and to the shame of 
those, who were the enemies of 
the peace of our Zion ; but al- 
so, as by the information given 
us by your honor’s letters, ex- 
tending his royal favor to our 
neighbors, the barbarous natives, 
and that in such wise, as no 
other interest or concernment 
can be any motive therein to his 
Majesty, save only his unfeign- 
ed love to the honor of God, and 
bowels of compassion to poor 
mankind, the experience, not 
only of akingly, but also of a 
fatherly, god- like spirit ; espe- 
cially considering the objects of 
this his bounty, who are such of 
whom it may be truly said, that 
being beheld in their own sa- 
vage Ways, and customs, there 
is very little more of the relics 
of that glorious image, put up- 
on our first parents, to be seen 
in them than this, that they are 
of that race :—The considera- 
tion whereof, together with the 
gentieness and ‘candor of your 
generous minds, expressed im 
yours to us, br eathing forth} your 
unfeigned desires to advance the 
interest of the Lord Jesus Christ: 
so that the labor and difficulties 
inevitably accompanying such 
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an undertaking have not detéer- 
red your truly noble spirits from 
the acceptance thereof ;—can- 
not biit greatly oblige tis; as the 
expressions of our thankfulness 
io the Lerd, and yoursel¥es, to 
study the faithful discharge of 
so great a trust, by your honors, 
repose in us, for the improve- 
ment of the mean# aforesaid for 
the instructing of the barbarous: 
natives in the true knowledge of 
God; that so,'through his rich 
blessing therein, a people, among 
whortt Satari has had ‘his’ throne, 
may now become the Lord’s, and 
his namé may be kriown and 
txalted by thosé, who, for so fong 
a tithe, havé sat itt darkness, and 
in the shadow of death :—The 
time of the establishing and re- 
settling of this weighty affair, 
by his Majesty’s influencing 
thereof, and putting the royal 
stamp of his attthority thereup- 
on being’ such, whereiti the ad- 
versary was seeking to under- 
mine all former eridedvors, to 
the utter disappointing of all our 
future hopes, by the subtilty, and 
powerful attempts of his instru- 
ments, even of those whom we 
may truly say, that they fear not 
God, nor honor the king :— 
That at such a season, the Lord, 
should raise up his Majesty to 
be an horn of salvation, to these 
poor natives ;—it does greatly 
thcourage us to hope, and be- 
live, that he hath, evetr among 
them, some that are of those other 
sheep, whom, in time, he will 
cause to hear his voice; and 
that he will contintie to bless'the 
pr ge of his people for that 
end.” 

“Touching the ptogression 
of this work at present, your ho- 
hors may please to be informed, 
tuatas we have formerly rela- 
ted we are. still waiting on the 

Vos. VI. No. 6. 


Lord in the use of the mieans 
afforded.” 

“ The laborers in that work 
for instructing the Indians in the 
several colonies, continued, to- 


gether with the education of 


sundry youths ; twé whereof 


have been, the year past brought 


up at the college in Cambridge ; 
where they have good commen- 
dations of the President and 
their tutors, fot their proficiency 
in learning. Also two others are 


at the grammar school; and 


two more at the English school, 
where they learn to read and 
write ; one whereof is now ‘fitted 
for the gramniar school ; be- 
sides many others that are in- 
structed by school-masters in 
other places to read and write. 
Tt hath pleased the Lord to frown 
upon our endeavors it this kind; 
taking away by death, at sundry 
times, six youths, or more, up- 
on whom considerable cost had 
been expended for their educa- 
tion ; wherein it very well be- 
cometh us, afd all herein con- 
cerned, humbly to submit unto 
his sovereign pleasure.” 

——“ We are informed by 
the Rev. Mr. Eliot, that he is 
so far satisfied concerning the 
Lord’s effectual work with his 
word, on the hearts of sundry 
of the natives, that he has pro- 
ceeded to administer the sacra- 
ment of baptism at two of their 
plantations, Martha’s Vineyard, 
and Natick, being in distance 
about one hundred miles.” 

“ The Bible is now about half 
dene ; and a constant progress 
therein is made. The printer 
hopes it will be finished within a 
year. The future charge is un- 
certain; by estimate not less 
than two hundred pounds. We 
have herewith sent 20 copies of 





the New Testament to be dis- 
Ec ‘ 


ty 


ee Seen 
7 
oe ee ets 


_ 


219 An Essay on the Glory of God. (Dic. 


posed of as your honors shall|4n ssay on the Glory of Gig, 
think meet.” Sounded on 1 Cor.x. 31, 

“ The trust your honors have | ; 
seen meet to repose in us for}, (Continued from p, 170.) 
the managing of this work, we 
shall endeavor, with all faithful- | II.” [‘%O show what is implied 
ness, to discharge. The account in doing all things to 
enclosd tells you to whom, and|the divine glory. Whatscever 
in what manner, and for what | ye do, do all to the glory of Ged. 
ends, the money sent over hath It is plain, that men can ad? 
been distributed ; whereby you | nothing to God’s essential glory, 
will plainly see, that neither our | nor in the least diminish it. Bur 
colonies, nor particular concern- | as it respects his declarative glo- 
ments are any diminution there- | ry, we have the authority of re- 
of, but the whole is improved ac- | velation to assure us, that they 
cording to the will of the do-| can do those things which shall 
hors.” be honorary er dishonorary to 

“ And for the future we shall} God.- To do all things to the 
be ready to observe the more] glory of God, is to conduct in 
particular directions of your ho- | every respect as it becomes such 
nors ; humbly entreating this fa- | beings as we are, considering all 
vor, that no information or com- | the circumstances of our situa- 
plaint may be received against | tion, and all our obligations to 
us to the prejudice of our trust, | the great Author and preserver 
‘until we have had advice there-| of our existence. The will of 
of, with a seasonable opportuni-| God made known to us in his 
ty to return an answer thereto. | word, is the rule by which to re- 
Less than five hundred pounds | gulate all our actions. The lead- 
we could not charge bills to be} ing things that are revealedas 
paid this year ; without which | the will of God, were suggested 
the work will inevitably be in-| under the former head as promo- 
terrupted, if not broken in pie-| tive ef the divine glory ; which 
ees.” are some of the great fundamen- 

“ We shall not give your ho-| tal duties the right perform- 
nors further trouble, but com-| ance of which contributes to the 
mend you to the guidance and | glory ef God. 

‘protection of the Almighty, res- And. here let it be observed, 
ting your honors to serve in the | that no duty can be performed 
work of Christ.” rightly, unless it be done in sin- 

* The Commissioners of the | cerity, or from a good principle 

United Colonies in New | of heart. External good works 
England.” may promote the welfare of s0- 
ciety, and the peace and com- 
Boston, Sept. 10, 1662. fort of the present life ; but if 
they do not flow from a goo 
% Tothe Hon. Robert Boyle, Esq. | fountain, from true love to God 

Governor of the corporation | and man, they eannot be accept: 

for the propagation of the gos- | able to Him who seeth not as mas 

pel in New England.” seeti, but looketh on the hear'. 
The apostle says, Though I be- 
| stow all my goods. to fecd the pots 
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and though Igive my body to be 
turned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. Hence in 
order that we may perform 
Christian duties, to the glory of 
God, we must not barely regard 
the outward adorning of good 
works, but the hidden man of the 
heart, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which in the sight 
of God is of great frrice. 

Farther, In order to answer 
the precept of the text, we must 
have a single eye to the glory of 
Jehovah, in all, even the small- 
est actions of life. In treating 
upon this subject, the apostle is 
s0 particular as to mention the 
common feeding upon the boun- 
ties of Providence. Whether ve 
eat or ‘drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
éoall to the glory of God. The 
inspired oracles represent all, 
even the irrational and the very 
inanimate creatures—beasts and 
all cattle, worms and flying 
fowls, the sun, moon, and stars, 
mountains and all hills, fruitful 
trees and all cedars, fire and hail, 
snow and vapors, wind and 
storms, aS glorifying God, be- 
cause they subserve the end of 
their creation, and show us bis 
great power and perfections. 
With what propriety then, may 
even the most common actions 
of men be said to be done to the 
glory of God, when they are 
done as required; as becomes 
men and Christians! “ In a jour- 
ney, toa diligent man, whose 
mind is really bent upon his 
Journey’s end, every thing he 
does as well as actual travelling 
tends to accomplish his design. 
Hisrestand sleep, his steps and 
refreshments, nay,even his very 
diversions, all tend uniformly to- 
wards enabling him to arrive at 
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things to the glory of God, every 
action of his life tends to this 
important object; and every 
thing he does is sanctified by a 
principle and habit of virtue. 
His worldly business and em- 
ployment, by justice and charity 
running uniformly through all 
the parts of them; the com- 
mon actions of his life, by de- 
cency and inoffensiveness ; his 
very pleasures and diversions, 
by innocency and right inten- 
tions. Whatever he is doing, 


| he constantly remembers the 


end, and therefore does not 
amiss.” 

III. To shew the obligations 
we are under to conduct in all 
things to the glory of God. 

* God as a wise and intelli- 
gent being must have respect in 
all his actions, to the accom- 
plishmentof some end.” “ When 
we look at the majestic works of 
God in creation and redemption 
we are at once impressed with 
the absurdity of even imagining 
them to have been made with- 
out a view to some great end. 
In these works we behold order, 
connexion, regularity and har- 
mony. How these should have 
existed without design, is im- 
possible to conceive. It is equal- 
ly impossible to conceive, how 
God should do this without a 
view to some end exceedingly 
great, glorious and important.” 
“This end was the display 
of himself, or the good of the 
thing created.” That it was 
the display of himself appears 
from this; “ It is inconsistent 
for infinite wisdom and good- 
ness to prefer an inferior to a 
superior object :”’ And God is 
as far above all creatures as hea- 
ven is above earth. “ All crea- 
tures are as nothing in compari- 





his intended home. And thus 
likewise to a naan who does all 


son of the infinite God. Collect 
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all the powers and principalities 
of heaven ; all the perfections 
of angels and yirtues of men ; 


all the splendors scattered over. 


creation ; callect al] these into 
one vast‘assemblage ; and they 
are lost before God, as a mote 
in the full blaze of the sun.” 
* Now God must love and re- 
gard the highest excellency 
most. But this is no where but 
in himself.” “ Consequently, 
he must in all his works, act 
with a supreme regard to his 
own glory; or to himself..”— 
¢ This is the uniform language 
of scripture. God declares, that 
he made all things for himself ; 
that of him, and to him, and 
through him are all things.” 
By this display ef himself, all 
his creatures share liberally in 
his goodness ; without which, 
they never would have partici- 
pated the benefits of creation, and 
of receiving and enjoying good ; 
for God is the only uncreated 
being, and true good in the uni- 
verse. This being the case, it 
is reasonable and proper, that 
his works, which have derived 
their being from him, and share 
largely in his mutnificence, 
should be used to his glory. 

As God’s character comprises 
all good, his creatures cannot act 
to anobler end than the divine 
glory. And as every favor cre- 
ates an obligation, the countless 
favors they receive from him, 
lay them under infinite obliga- 
tions tolive to his glory. Ac- 
cordingly his perfect will re- 
quires this duty of them, and 
makes it necessary, that they 
should act to the same great end 
with himself. 

The irrational and inanimate 
parts of creation, do glorify God 
by answering the design of their 
ereation. Zac heavens declare 
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the glory of the Lord—Day un. 
to day uftereth sfecch, and nigh: 
unto night sheweih knowledge, 
The magnificence of the celestial 
bodies, and the form and order 
of all the works of creation, ta- 
citly shew forth the glorious 
wisdom, power and goodness of 
their Almighty former. There- 
fore all rational creatures, who 
are placed in an elevated rank 
inthe scale of being, are olji- 
gated to perform for God a rea. 
sonable seryice, and to shew forth 
his glory ina more excellent 
manner than the lower creation. 
And especially are mankin‘, 
who have experienced great and 
distinguished mercy and favor 
from God, obligated to conse. 
crate all their powers, and fac- 
ulties to his service, honoring 
him with their whole conduct, 
even whether they cat or drink, 
or whatsoever they do, doing ail 
to the glory of Ged. This God 
hath taught us by his word; 
and itis incumbent on all men, 
who would act worthy of their 
rational dignity, discharge their 
solemn obligations, and meet 
the approbation of their God, ta 
endeavor to honor him by al 
thé actions of life. 


_ INFERENCES. | 

1. Ifthe divine glory be the 
ultimate end ju creation, and the 
important object which all crea: 
ted intelligences should have in 
view in all their actions, then we 
learn the great excellency of the 
Christian religion. God con: 
nects his glory with the general 
eood of the creatures which he 
has made ; and in this his con- 
duct appears truly wonderful and 
excellent. When Moses said 
to God, I besecch thee, shew me 
thy glory, God said, I wil! make 
all my goodness fiass before thee, 
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and Iwill firoclaim the name of, 
ihe Lord, before thee -——And the 
Lord passed by before him, and 
proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth ; keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving inigut- 
iu, transgression and sin ; and 
that will by no means clear the 
gully, Goodness is the es- 
sence, and the glory of the 
divine nature ; and wisdem and 
holiness, justice and truth are 
the modifications of love and 
goodness. These attributes of 
Deity appear more glorious to 
usin the wonderful scheme of 
redemption, than they appear in 
any other way known to us,— 
And likewise in this scheme, the 
greatest and most precious bles- 
sings that were ever known, are 
received and enjoyed by men. 
The apostle says, We Aave re- 
demption through Christ’s-blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of the grace 
of God, wherein he hath abounded 
toward us in all wisdom and fru- 
dence. If therefore, the scheme 
of redemption is wisely calcula- 
lated, above every thing else that 
cver appeared, to advance the 
great objects, the glory of God 
and the good of the general sys- 
iem, how excellent is the Chris- 
ti4h mstitution |” How worthy is 
the gospel of our most cordial 
reception and grateful acknowl- 
¢!gment—of our admiration and 
esteem—of.our attention, peru- 
saland daily study ! How pre- 
fious should it be in our eyes, 
and to our hearts! All other 
knowledge is of little importance 
compared to this. _ This only is 
éble to mhake ys* wise to salva- 
tion. This makes a wonderful 
fiscovery of the glorious char- 


we may live to his glory, and be 
happy in the enjoyment of him, 
forever. If we would thus live 
to the glory of God and be hap- 


py, we must endeavor to extend 


the knowledge, advance the ho- 
nos, and promote the sucdess.ef 
the Christian institution, /efting 
our conversation be ga it becom- 
eth the gospel of Christ, 

.2. If God make his glory the 
end of all bis plans and opera- 
tions, and the same ought to be 
the greatest object of all intelli- 
gences, then we sce the per- 
yerseness of those, whe, insicad 
of aiming supremely at the di- 
vine glory, employ all their 
strength to dishonor God, and 
to destroy the good which he 
has in view. God is infinitely 
wise, great and good, the source 
of all being, perfection and hap- 
piness. There is none good but 
God ; and in him centres every 
perfection which can compose 
the greatest and most ainiable 
character possible.. It is only 
by the display of his character 
that good can be enjoyed by 
creatures ; and the more it is 
displayed, the greater is the 
quantity of happiness communis 
cated to them. It is perfectly 
reasonable, therefore, that God 
alone should be exalted, and have 
glory from all his works. Hence 
how perverse are they, who 
would rob God of his glory and 
set up self? Such act contrary 
to the reason and fitness of 
things ; yea, and contrary to 
their own interest. For we have 
no sufficiency of oursclves—but 
all our sufficiency is of God. 

All whose hearts are under 
the dominion of sin, quarrel 
with the glory of God; for sin 
is opposed to God, and fills the 
heart with enmity to him. All 
who have not God in their tho’ts, 





ecter of God; and shéews how 
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and regard not his authority— 

who cast off fear and restrain 
prayer—who live in the neglect 
of the instituted means of grace, 
and in the habitual practice of 
any known sin—bring reproach 
upen the religion of Christ, and 
causc his doctrine and the name 
of God to be blasphemed, and 


manifest great perverseness of 


hea:t. They are enemiesto God 
and Christ, to the divine govern- 
ment end holiness, to every 
thing that is amiable, to the hap- 
pines of man and the whole uni- 
verse. They discover an un- 
willingness that the only Foun- 
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ai) of good should be poured 
eth ; they judge themselves 
Mworthy of the favor of God ; 
and instead of doing all things 
to his glory, and their own good, 
through a false bias, or a wrong 
conception of mes they do all 
things to his dishonor and their 
own hurt, and set up self to their 
own ruin. 


3. If God has made his ¢lory 
the end ofall his conduct, and 
made it the duty of all intelli- 
gences to do the same, then we 
may rest assured that this ob- 
ject shall not fail. Sin tends to 
dishonor God and produce mis- 
ery ; but God can overrule it to 
a different issue. Hecan make 
it subservient to his glory and 
the eventual happiness of his 
obedient subjects. This he will 
alo ; for he is unchangeable, and 
will not give up the object which 
he has always pursued. In this 
world, while the righteous glo- 
rify him by bearing much good 
fruit, the evil fruit of the wick- 
ed, both as individuals and pub- 
lic bodies, he will turn to good, 
and cause it to redound to the 
ciory of his great name. And 
whilst the righteous shall be ev- 
erlastingly to the praise of the 
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glory of his grace, the wicked 
shall be to the praise of the glo. 
ry of his justice. Wher if God, 
says the apostle, wvling to shew 
his wrath, and to make his power 
known, endured with much long- 
suffering the vessels of wrath fr- 
ted to destruction ; and that he 
might make known the riches of 
his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore firefared unto 
glory ? Thus it appears that the 
glory of God shall not fail ; but 
that he will get glory to him- 
self whether men be righteous 
or wicked. The difference in 
theircharacters only affects their 
own condition. If they are re- 
conciled to his character and go- 
vernment, and have a single aim 
at his glory in all they do, 
they will meet with an ever- 
lasting blessing and reward :— 
But, if they continue obstinate, 
and will not seek after the things 
which God requires, they will 
meet az everlasiing punishment 





from the firesence of God and the 


gloru of his power. Let all, then, 
be exhorted to examine them- 
selves and become acquainted 
with the motives of their actions, 
and for God’s sake, for Christ's 
sake, yea, and for their own 
soul’s sake, renounce the hidden 
things of dishonesty, and pursue 
the great end of all created ex- 
istence, even the glory of God 
displayed in the general good 
of the system, and whether they 
eat or drink, or whatever theu 
ds, do al{ to his glory. A. U 
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there are numbers of people 
in New-England, who profess 
themselves Christians, and yet 
avow the opinion, that no com- 
snands in the Old Testament are 
at present binding on men, un- 
less such as are repeated in the 
New Testament, and on account 
of such repetition. This a- 
jnounts to the assertion, that the 
ancient dispensation, like an old 
will, is set aside, or superseded 
by the new. 

It is thought, that a short es- 
say on the obligation and perpe- 
tuity of the laws and commands 
of God, may be useful in discus- 
sing this subject. 

1. The obligation of all com- 
mands ceases, when all the pur- 
poses for which they are given 
ave known to be fully answered. 
Of this nature is a multitude of 
divine commands, which are re- 
corded both in the Old Testa- 
ment and the New. They were 
once obligatory on certain men, 
but they have long since an- 
swered the particular purposes 
for which they were given, and 
their obligation has ceased. The 
commands to Noah that he 
should build the ark, to Abra- 
ham that he should offer up 
Isaxc as a burnt offering, to Mo- 
ses and Joshua that Israel should 
be led from Egypt, and put in 
possession of Canaan, and to 
Thomas that he should reach 
bis hand, and feelaut the wounds 
of Christ, have answered their 
purposes, and are not now obliz- 
aiory on any men. There are 
liimerous commands, which, on 
this account, arc similar to those 
Just mentioned. 

2. There are some commands, 
Which were a law to many suc- 
cessive generations of men, 
which have so answered all their 
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i083 a3 laws, that they are net 
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now binding upon men. And 
that there might now be no 
doubt whether their obligation 
had ceased, and whether all their 
ends as laws were answered, 
God has been pleased to give us 
express information, that they 
have answered their ends, and 
are no longer laws to the world. 
The whole typical and ceremo- 
nial system of Moses is of this 
nature, and the distinction be- 
tween meats clean and unclean, 
and between Jews and Gentiles. 
The vision of Peter, when God 
directed him to go to Cornelius, 
was given for this purpose. The 
epistle to the Hebrews, and a 
number of observations in the 
other writings of the apostle 
Paul, teach us, that since Christ 
the antitype has arisen from the 
dead, these distinctions and sha- 
dows are out of use, as to any 
‘present obligation. Let no man 
therefore judge you in meat, or 
in drink, &c. which are a sha- 
dow of things to come, but the 
body is of Christ. It may be 
incorrect to say that these laws 
are repealed, in any other sense 
than it is proper to say, that the 
command to Noah to build the 
ark is repealed. It may be 
more proper to say, that God has 
informed us, that having answer- 
ed their end, they have ceased 
to be laws. 

3. All laws and commands, 
which respect things which no 
more exist, are no longer laws 
to men ; such are the commands 
which respected the service of 
the tabernacle and temple. 

‘There are indeed useful in- 
structions to be derived from the 
communds of God respecting 
the temple, the ark, the types 
and the cirections to Noah, A- 
braham and Thomas ; and on 
'this account they stl answer 
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‘valuable ends, and are by the 
wisdom of God judged worthy 
of a place in his word, though as 
laws they are no lwniger of any 
obligation. 

4. There are no intimatiors, 
either in the Old Festament or 
the New, that any laws or com- 
mands have ceased to be such, 
except those which cither relate 
to things that no longer exist, 
or of which the ends are already 
answered: People indeed are 
hot under obligations to obey, 
Where some natural impossibili- 
ties withstand them. Such as 
sickness in relation to the com- 
mand directing us to attend pub- 
fic worship : but no fepeal of 
any other laws is suggested nor 
are any intimations given, that 
they have ceased to be obligato- 
ry. Nor is there any intima- 
tion that the New ‘Testament 
Was giveh to abrogate the Old, 
only as by bringing the world 
into different circunistances, ma- 
ny of the ancient types are su- 
perseded by their antitype. 

5. All laws and commands 
are of perpetual obligation, res- 
pecting doctrines which relate 
to God, his perfections and ad- 
Ministrations, which relate to 
Christ and his mediation, and 
which relate to the natural state 
of mankind, their relation to 
God as his creatures, their re- 
generation, and the only founda- 
tion of their final justification. 
They are the laws of our faith, 
and are imimtutable in their na- 
ture and obligation, whether 
found in the Old Testament or 
in the New, or in both; and 
therefore their omission in the 
New Testament, or the Old, 
cannot affect their present au- 
thority. 

6. The same is true of all 
moral precepts, which respect 
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the duties arising out of the re. 
lations in which westand to God, 
as good, as our Creator and our 
Reéedcemer. and in which we 
stand to our fellow men. They 
derive their authority, both from 
the commands of God, and from 
the nature of those relations, and 
are as perpetual as the relations 
themselves. 

7. All positive commands, 
once enjoined, remain for ever 
binding, unless God repealthem, 
as he did the command to offer 
Isaac, or the reasons of them are 
certainly at an end, as the com- 
matid to build the ark ; for the 
authority of God is perpetual, 
and therefore where the reasons 
of his command or prohibition 
are unknown, and he doves not 
expressly revoke it, it would be 
arrogance in us to presume that 
we are absolved from its obliga: 
tion. 

8. There is no instatice in 
which the New Testament pro- 
fesses to receive, confirm or re- 
enact afy law of doctrine or 
practice enjomed in the Old 
Testament ; but when it has oc- 
casion to speak of them it is as 
of laws already in full force. 
And it assures us expressly, thaf 
all scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God and is profitable, 
that Christ catne not to destrov 
the law or the prophets ; and it 
r often quotes the Old Testament 
as an authority, as Christ did 
when he said, It is written, thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and when he summed up the 
decalogue, not as re-enacting it, 
but explaining it, saying, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God 
with ail thine heart, &e. [ft ia 
no instance derogates from its 
authority, but always honors it. 


When it supersedes its rituals, 





it is by fulfilling their end, and 
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not by abrowating or repealing 
the Qld Testament, either in 
whele or in part, and it ever 
acknowledges and asserts its ex- 
celience and authority. 


©, There are some things 
rommanded in the Old Testa- 
ment and not repeated in the 
new, which are of such a nature, 
that the very heathen, by the 
licisof nature, consider them 
as binding. Such are the pro- 
hibition of marriages, Where the 
nartics are in the nearest rela- 
tions of consanguinity, as those 
of mother and daughter, and 
other unnatural alliances. 

It therefore appears, that the 
commands of the Old. Testa- 
ment do not derive their present 
authority from being re-enacted, 
inthe New, but are as binding 
cs the commands in the New 
festament; there is no differ- 
cnce in their obligation. Both 
are equally not linding when the 
nds for which they were given 
are clearly answered, as the di- 
rection to the fishermen to cast 
their net on the other side of 
the boat 5; both do nor bind us, 
‘hen the thines or circumstan- 
(es respected in the command 
do not exist, or When by reason 
of sickness or other natural ina- 
bilities, they cannot be obeyed ; 
ind both are binding in all other 
tases whatsoever. 


Hence it is plain, that those 
who disbelieve the mithority of 
the Old Testament at present. 
are far advanced in the path of 


lifidetity, and manifest a strong: | 


inclination to absolve themselves 
’s much as possible, from the 
i _ . 
Mugations of divine authority. 


MYRIS. 
Vou. VIL No. 6. 
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A Dissertation cx the Atonemen? 
(Continued from p. 166.) 


NOW? proceed to observe, 
If. ‘fhe offering and sacri- 
fice which Christ hath made of 
himself, on our account and for 
our sins, answers the aforemen- 
tioned purposes, which the pen- 
alty of the law was designed. to 
answer; and so declares the 
righteausness of God, that he 
can be just, and the justifier of 
him who believeth in Jesus. 

Yo illustrate and establish 
the truth of this cbservation, it 
may be proper to descend to 
several particulars, viz. 

1. Christ is truly a man, pos- 
sessed of all that is essential to 
human nature ; and truly God, 
possessed of all divine attributes 
and perfections, as fully as the 
Father. ™ For m him dwelleth 
alithe fiilness of the Godhead 
bodily.” He is the brightness 
of the Father’s ¢lory, and the 
express image of his person.— 
He assumed the human nature 
into such union with his divinity, 
that though he is both God and 
man, yet die fierson ts one—hoth 
natures being so united in him, 
as to constitute but one Person. 
Therefore, although the divini- 
ty, abstractly considered, cannot 
be supposed to have suftered ; 
yet the fersen that obeyed and 
offercd himself a sacrifice, wa: 
truly a divine Person, and conse- 
quently of more dignity and 
worth than the whole race of 
miankind, or even the whole 
system of mere created intelli- 
pences. 

2. In conformity to theagree- 
ment between the Father and 
the Son, he was made under the 
law, and took on him the /vr» 
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ofa servant. Psalm xl. 6, 7, 8. 
Gal. iv. 4. and Phil. ii. 7. 

3. By the Father’s appoint- 
ment and his own voluntary act, 
he became an offering and a 
sacrifice, and was obedient unto 
death, on man’s account. 

He became incarnate, was 
made under the law, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, 
and was obedient unto death, 
not for himself, but for us. This 
the scriptures abundantly teach. 
Isai. lili. 5,6. “ He was wound- 
ed for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities ; 
the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him ; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray : 
we have turned every one to his 
own way: and the Lord hath 
Jaidon him the iniquity of us 
all.” Matt. xx. 28. “ The Son 
of man came—to give his life a 
ransom for many.”—Rom. iv. 
25. * Who was delivered for our 
offences.”—2 Cor. y. 21. “ For 
he hath made him to be sin for 
us, Who knew no sin.” —Gal. ini. 
13. “Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us.”"—LEph. v. 
2. “ Christ also hath loved, and 
hath given himself for us, an of- 
fering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet smelling savor.”— 1 Pet. 
iii. 18. “Christ hath once suf- 
fered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to 
God.”—These passages, with 
many others, contain the fullest 
testimony, that Christ became 
obedient unto death on our ac- 
count, and for cur sins—the sins 
of men. Upon the whole, then, 
we may see, that for the express 
purpose of rendering it consist- 
ent with justice, for Ged to for- 
give and save sinners of the hu- 
man race, by the joint concur- 
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rence of God the Father and 
God the Son, the Son has taken 
the human nature upon him and 
put himself under the divine 
law in the form ofa servant, and 
in that form perfectly obeyed the 
law, through the whole of hislife, 
amidst the greatest trials and 
temptations. Hereby it is pro- 
ved beyond contradiction, that 
God hath an infinite regard to 
his law, as being holy and just 
and good in its requisitions, and 
worthy of the highest honor and 
support. Yea, hereby it has 
been more amply honored than 
it could be by the perfect obe- 
dience of ever so great a num- 
ber of mere creatures, for ever 
so long atime. For it has been 
perfectly approved, exactly ful- 
filled, and completely obeyed, by 
a divine pfrerson—a petson of 
greater dignity and worth than 
all mere creatures put together. 
The perfect obedience of such a 
divine person is of greater 
worth, and doth more honor to 
God and his law, than the per- 
fect obedience of a whole sys- 
tem of creatures. Hereby it is 
made to appear, that God is in- 
deed_infinitely worthy of the 
highest possible love and the 
most unreserved ‘perfect obedi- 
ence. And in this respect his 
righteousness has been declared 
by Christ. Further, 

By the determinate counsel of 
the Father, and by his own con- 
sent and voluntary act, this di- 
vine person has, in our nature 
and for our sins, been delivered 
up to the cruel and ignominious 
death of the cross. This death, 
these dreadful sufferings, this 
divine person has endured, to 
redeem us from the curse of the 
law, the Father refusing to for- 
zive US on easier terms. Here- 
by it is made to appear, that 2 
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God’s account sin is indeed in- 
finitely criminal—that his dis- 
pleasure against it 1s infinitely 
oreatthat wherever it exists 
he will bear infinite testimony 
acainst it—that his law is pust in 
its threatening, and must and 
shall at all events be supported 
and vindicated—that God has 
such regerd to his holy, just 
and good law, to his own honor, 
and to the well being and happi- 
ness of creatures, and such ha- 
tred of sin, the universal enemy, 
4s are essential to and mark the 
character of an absolutely per- 
fect being, an infinitely wise, ho- 
ly, just and good moral govern- 
vr of the world. ‘Thus by 
Christ’s obedience unto death, 
the righteousness of God is de- 
clared or manifested, and the 
way opened, and a foundation 
laid. for the exercise and display 
of his infinite goodness and mer- 
cy in the free pardon and salva- 
tion of sinners, in a consistency 
with justice—without injury to 
himself, or to any creature. For 
now, if God forgives sinners up- 
on the consideration of what 
Christ hath done and suffered 
on their behalf, he will give no 
occasion for creatures to think, 
that he does not hate sin with 
perfect hatred, or that he will 
not show and express infinite 
displeasure against it. No col- 
orable pretext will be exhibited 
for any to imagine, that he does 
not perfectly approve and highly 
regard bis law ; or that he is not 
unalterably determined to sup- 
port it; or that he has not such 
a regard to his own honor and 
authority and to the true inter- 
ests of the moral world, as be- 
comes the supreme and abso- 
hitely perfect moral governor. 
Since Christ hath thus suffered 
lor sins, to redeem us from the 
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curse of the law, no room is left 
for any such-like thought or 
pretence. ‘The divine character 
stands as clear of all such im- 
peachment, God’s infinite dis- 
pleasure against sin is as fully 
proved, and sin as highly dis- 
countenaiced and condemned, 
as if the penalty of the law had 
been executed on the transgres- 
sors, and no atonement made.— 
Thus it may appear, 
That the desien of the atone- 
ment made by Christ was, by 
answering those purposes which 
were otherwise to have been an- 
swered by the punishment of 
sinners, to render it consistent 
with justice, and consequently, 
with all the moral attributes of 
God, for him to express and dis- 
play his infinite self-moved e:ood- 
ness and mercy, in the recove- 
ry, forgiveness and salvation of 
sinful men. ‘These things, itis 
conceived, contain a general an- 
swer to the question under con- 
sideration. Nevertheless, 
In order to a more clear and 
full illustration of the subject, it 
may be proper to state and an- 
swer a few queries relative to it. 
Query I. Was the atonement 
made by the obedience, or by 
the sufferings, of Christ ? 
In answer to this, the follow. 
ing things may be observed. 
1. If we reyard the forms of 
expression made use of in the 
scriptures, as of any significance, 
I think we s‘all find ourselves 
obliged to conclude, that a pecu- 
liar stress is laid on the blood, 
the sufferings, and the death of 
Christ, as essential to the ma- 
king of an atonement for sin— 
as being in some peculiar man- 
ner that by which the atonement 
was made. 
The atonements under the 
Mosaic dispensation, were doubt- 
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less designed as types shadows, 
and figurative representations, 
of the atonement to be made by 
Christ. ‘Those atonements were 

generally made by the shedding 
of blood. ‘The words in Lev. 
XVii. 11. are very explicit and 
full to this purpose. “ For the 
life of the flesh is in the blood, 
and [have given it to you upon 
ihe altar, to make an atonement 
for your souls : for it is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for 
the soul.” If such an atonement, 
as is here mentioned, was de- 


signed to prefigure and repre- 
sent the atonement to be made 


by Christ, who can heip conclu- 
ding that the true atonement 
was made ¢y “ts bloo od ? 

Several passages containing 
forms of expr 1, which 
scem necessarily to convey the 
same idea, have already been 
adduced, to prove, that Christ 


essi ion 


suffered on our account and for 


our sins; and to these many 

lore might be added, fuil to the 
more might be added, tuil to the 
same purpose. In these and 
siniar passages of sacred writ 
we are told, that Christ was 
wounded yor our (ra RFFOSSLONS 
—that we are Acakd wiih his 
strifi¢seethat he gave his fe @ 
ransimmetbat bis ddved 
tor the remission ef sins—that 
we have redemption éhrough his 
bivod—are made nigh bu his icod 


—are reconciled to Ged by his 
(cidihtmare washed irom our 
sins infis blood—are redeemed 


cvtth the Precious bisod of Christ 
—redeemecd to God by his béove 
—that Ais flood cleanseth 
c{l sin and pergetin the con- 
‘ence from cead works—that 
he hata appeared to put away 
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Hence, without an evident per- 
version of the words and expres- 
sions of scripture fiom their 
most plain, natural and obvious 
meaning, I can see no possibility 
of av oiding this conclusion, that 
the blood, the sacrifice, the svi. 
feringss and death of Christ, were 
essential to the making of an 
atonement for sin, and that it 
was by his sacrifice, blood or 
death, that he made the atone- 
Nevertheless, 

When the death, or the 
bleod of Christ is spoken of, as 
essential to the making of an 
atonement, and in an especial 
manner, the thing by which it is 
made, the idea of iis suffering 
voluntarily, and therein perform- 
ine the highest act of obedience, 
must be included. 


ment. 


This idea is evidently inclu- 
ded in the scripture account of 
the matter. Life said, “ f day 


down my lile for the sheep.— 
Therefore doth my Father love 
me, because J /cy down my life, 
that L might take it again. No 
ina taketh it from me, but J /ey 
tie down of myself?“ Christ lov- 
ed us, and gave himeelf for us an 
offering and a sacrifice.” “ He 
mace himse if of no reputation, 


and took upon him the iorm ot 


a servant—and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” No act of obedience per- 
formed by Christ, was more ac- 
ceptable to God than this. by 
iavines down his life in conforim:! 
ty tothe will of the Pathe rT. ab 
to the commandment 

had veceived ef him, Christ ex- 


which he 
ond expressed ise pei- 

fection ot love to God, as well as 
to mev, and the most absoiute, 
unreserved subimission and cbe- 
dience to the divine will. 
was, so to speak, the 


act of iis obedience 
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of a servant, by which his me- 
diatorial righ tcousness Was per- 
fected and finished. Now when 
we cousider the death of Christ, 
or his as making the 
atonement, ii we leave out the 
idea of his dying voluntarily, 
sad thereby exercising and ex- 
press! est perfection 
of love and obed ience, What idea 
can We have of any thing, which 
putakes of the nature of an of- 
tring made to God on our be- 
h; lt or for our sins? For i 
Christ is not the or rery Who is! 
lit he did not mane the atonenten:! 
by whom was it nue Poe ut if 
ie had not died voluntarily, by 
hisown eonsent, how could it be 
said with propriety, that Ae made 
the atonement ? Lor upon that 
supposition, the making of the 
‘cnement was 7o act of his. 

rhe p: ain scripture represent- 
eon ol the matter appeurs to be 
viz. Christ made an atone- 
sin by the one offering 
Li hiraself on the cross, when he 
rave himself forus an offering 
cud aszernice to Ged, and bhe- 


bigad, 


sing the great 


; 
Lie 


ment tor 


came obedient unto death. Hts 
Hiuninge the atonement was an 
exercise and expression of the 


most consummate righteousness 
‘theutmpst perfection of love 
andobedience, end the thing by 
6° wiih which he made the aione- 
ment, was his own blood, his 
own self, given and offered for 


fee 
i) 


us by his own consent. He gave 
hie hf 
his hfe a ransom, a price of re- 


demi one for many. He hath 
redeemed us to Cod by his bicod. 
He hath purchased the church 
with hisown bleod. He is the 
Purchaser, and his blood is the 
thins with which the purchase 
istaade. ‘Phis brings me to ob- 
Serve, 

It don’t 
purposes or 


appear how the 
ends designed to be 
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answered by the atonement, 
could be answered by the most 
perfect obedience, which could 
be performed, without the sulr 
fering of death. 

If Christ, in the form ofa ser- 
vant and in the hkeness of men, 
had pertormed the most perfect 
obedience, which could possibly 
be periori med by him, without 
shedding his ha and making 
himself” an offcving for sin; it 
might thereby have been made 
to appear, that God hath un in- 
finite regard to his law as being 
volv and just and good in ite re- 


juisilions, and worthy of the 
highest honor ; and that he is 


infinitely worthy of the most per- 
fect love and obedience. But if 
he had not suffcred, as well as 
obeyed, how would his obedience 
have made it appear, that sin 
is infinitely criminal and ill de- 
serving——that God views it as 
being so, and is infinitely dis- 
pleased with it—thet whereve 
it exists, he will bear ini 
testimony against 
law is just in its threats 
well as in its precepts. a 
and shall at all events be main 
tained and supported—and 
God indeed path such a res 
to his law, to his own honor, a 


i——that ine 
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ed, it is not easy, if possible, to 
ey conceive. For God’s displeas- 
ti) are against sin is fully manifest- 
PF | ed, and rendered unexceptiona- 
aby bly evident to creatures, no oth- 
erwise than by its effects——by 
the evils or sufferings produced 
by it or proceeding from it. God 
is known, and clearly and con- 
vincingly manifested to crea- 
tures, to be such a being as he 
really is, not simply by what he 
says, but by what he does. It 
therefore seems impossible to 
conceive, how the purposes de- 
signed to be answered by the 
atonement, could be answered 
by Christ, without his sufferings 
and death. And hence I am ne- 
cessitated to conciude, agreea- 
bly to the most obvious import 
of the general tenor and phrase- 
ology of the scriptures upon this 
subject, that the atonement was 
made by his sufferings—by his 

































































































































































FY #\+ death—by his blood. 

| if (To be continued.) 
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Memoir of Mrs. Clarinda Pren- 
lice. 

















(Concluded from p. 196.) 








| RS. Prentice kept a diary, 
ri the five Jast years of her 
life. She wrote largely respect- 
ing her exercises and experi- 
ences. Her writings of this kind 
are sufficient for a large volume. 
A few extracts from her private 
diary, it is presumed, will not 
be unacceptable to the readers 
ie of the preceding memoir of a 
person whose graces shone with 
such Justre. 

In Feb. 1800, she wrote thus, 




































































re and O gracious Father, enable 
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concerns at thy footstool. Pre. 
pare me for my great and last 
change, andenable me to liye 
every day as though it were my 
last, keeping death, judgment 
and eternity, constantly in view. 
O thou guardian of my sou, 
keep me from spiritual pride ; 
and save me from every sin, e¢s- 
pecially from abusing the mer- 
cies J enjoy. They are indeed 
innumerable ; but here like a 
prince do I riot upon thy bounty, 
without reverencing the hand 
which bestows it.” 

Lord’s day evening. “ The 
Lord is good to the evil and to 
the unthankful. O wretch that 
lam! I have been permitted to 
go to the house of God, and to 
abuse divine mercy—Have heard 
a sermon upon the glorious doc- 
trine of diviae sovereignty.” 

Again she writes, “ I have 
reason to believe that the devil 
and my wicked heart have com- 
bined to draw me down to ever- 
lasting destruction. How am | 
bound and chained to the things 
of sense! Andam I not pleased 
with my bondage? O God, 
thou knowest the secret wedge 
of Achan ; deliver me from ido!- 
atrous affections. Had some 
comfort this evening in pleading 
at the throne of grace for the in- 
terests of Zion, and for minis- 
ters of the rospel.” 

In October, 1800, she writes, 
“ Blessed be God, I have had 
some refreshment in prayer this 
morning. Oh, save me by the 
right hand of thy power, for thy 
great namce’s sake.” 

Lord’s day evening. “ I have 
this day becn permitted to ce- 
lebrate the dying love of Je- 
sus. Wonderful love indeed, 
wonderful salvation ! O Lord, 


my once crucified, but now rs- 





| ! “ My health is on the decline ; 
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me to luy myself and all my 
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don my iniquities ; my very re- 
pentance needs thy divine clean- 
sing. Bless the Lord, O my 
soul.” 

Nov. 3d. “Surely I should 
blush to treat a fellow mortal, as 
[treat my God, after such spe- 
cial tokens of his loving kindness. 
Oh, that my dear Lord would 
teach me to bear the cross.” 

Nov. 17. “It is now a year 
since I publicly gave myself up 
to Ged. Do ¥ repent of the 
act ? No; but I have reason to 
confess with shame, that I have 
been an unprofitable servant.— 

Will the retrospect of every 
sear, were I to live many, afford 
«9 little satisfaction ? Oh, that I 
might be enabled to devote my- 
self wholly to the Lord, and seek 
noother interest but that of the 
Redeemer. Enable me to set 
out renewedly in the strength of 
the Lord.” 


April, 1801. During a disor- 
‘er attended with threatening 
‘symptoms, she writes ; “ I have 
elt the greatest desire that God 
would not suffer his chastising 
rod to be in vain—was even led 
to plead with him to chastise me 
yet more, and give me strength 
to bear it, till 1 shall become an 
eledient child. Have reason to 
bless God, that I feel so few mur- 
murs arise in my heart, whilst 
Imight have been left to des- 
pise, to wonder and to perish. I 
would not have it left to myself 
Whether to get well, or die of 
this disorder. It is perfectly 
right as itis, and Oh, that I 
might never be left to view God 
as a hard master.” 


Soon after she writes, “ Sure- 
ly no one has, or can have grea- 
ter cause for thankfulness than 
mysclf. I have been able to at- 
tend meeting both parts of the 
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day, and been more than usual- 
ly comfortable.” 

After describing a scene of 
unusual temptation thro’ which 
she passed, she writes, “ I be- 
gan to feel more calm ; and be- 
gan tosing. I was confined to 
no words that I had ever heard. 
I sung of the glory, majesty, 
beauty, holiness, sovereignty and 
justice of Christ. I thought I 
could ascribe glory, and often 
repeated it. Glory, glory, that 
God did manifest the awful at- 


tribute, justice upon his rebel- 


lious worms. I had a fear of 
disturbing the family, or I know 
not how long I should have 
sung.” 

June 7th. “ Grace, grace, has 
attended every step of my life : 
So much health, oh, inestimable 
blessing. Had some nearness 
to the throne of grace this morn- 
ing in my retired moments. I 
find it the desire of my heart 
that the late visitation of provi- 
dence may not be in vain to me, 
and that I may have entire and 
perfect submission to God’s 
will. 

The following resolutions are 
found in her diary, written in the 
beginning of the year, 1802. 

“ Resolve 1. Resolve never 
to judge a matter before I hear 
it, and then to be very cautious 
whatI say, for my unruly tongue 
hast cost me tears not a few. 2. 
By the grace of God to mortify 
a selfish spirit which I find too 
much predominates in my heart. 
3. Never to suffer an angry or 
hasty expression to escape m¥ 
lips, till I have had time to say 
to myself, is this forthe glory 
of God? 4. To observe this 
most precious text of scripture, 
“ Take heed and beware of cov- 
etousness, for a man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance 
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224 Mertiz of Mrs. 
which he possetheth. 5. To 
appropriate six pence of my 
earnings each week that Iam 
wble to work to charitable pur- 
poses.” 

Nov. 13th. “ Have enjoyed 
such aw a with regurd to re- 
ligion as I have net for a long 
time before ; and if it can be 
ascribed to any mean, it is to 
early rising, and denying my- 
self of sleep, for the sake of 
communion with God. Gh, low 
delightful to be indulged in the 
least devree with his presence. 
His service is perfect freedom. 

January ist, 1893. “ This is 
the first time FE have dated 1803. 
As it is the beginning of a new 
vear, I wouid it were the becin- 
ning of a new course of life. Oh, 
whyismy Jovesocold to the de: ar 
Saviour! Oh, how does it marni- 
fy the riches of the dying love of 
Christ, that mercy cun “cons ist- 
ently be extended to such a hell 
deserving creature as I am! 
Oh, that my head were waters, 
end mine cycs fountains of tears. 
that f might weep day and night 
for my crucl sins. ‘Oh, the a- 
bominable sin of inrratitude of 
which Tam daily guilty.” 

fan. 30. “ About an hour 
since, my father entered the 
eternal world. I had reason to 
bless God, when his soul was 
released, and as I weuld humbly 
hope, received to mansions a- 
bove. O Lord Jesus, all we 
now ask ts, that bis death may 
be s sanctified to prepare us, for 
ourown dissolution. Oh, teach 
us to ive mp the fear of God.” 

March, 1803. “ Blessed he 
Cod that T have peace | world- 
ly circumstances have not pro- 
cured it ; itis of the sovereign 
trace of | my dear Lord. Omy 
dear Saviour, it is eminently 
true, that thou wilt keep him in 
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perfect peace, whose mind js 
stayed on thee. But, O my Je. 
sus, Lam utterly unable to trust 
in thee, unless thou art pleased 
to give the power. Oh, ict me 
never more go in my own 
strength, for ‘Tam as helpless 
as the child that never walked.” 

Murine the months of August 
and September of this vear, she 
mentions several religious con 
ievencees of females, where she 
enjoyed familiar freedom and 
ferve vy in prayer; where mee 
graces were much enlivened, 
and where the power of vital 
religion was very visible. 

Oct. “ Monday morning, 
arose very curly, sometime he- 
lure day lieht appeared, and en- 
joved sweet communion, None 
but such as try it, know the 
plessure of being alone with 
God, and of reading and pray- 
ing. O my dear Lord, sufler 
me not to wound that hol) 
cause, wuich Idare to hope I 
sincerely love.” 

Nov.:5. “ Two days more 
and my school closes. Surely 
I never sawthe kind providence 
of Ged more conspicuous, at 
any time of my Jife, than io 
six months past. FI think I nev- 
er enjoyed so great a degree of 
solid habitual peace, and never 
before in my life did Iteke up 
so heavy a cross.” 

Nov. 17. “ It is now four 
years since I united with the 
church and visibly united with 
the people ef God. Surely good- 
ness and mercy have followed 
me all my days. Make me, O 
Lord, to understand my errors: 
cleanse thou me from secret 
faults. I have abundant reason 
to bless God for what he hath 
done for m« soul, the year past. 
In no one year since I profe -ssed 
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make so great proficiency in the: 
divine life, as the past. O my 
dear Lord, my wish, my pre- 
vailing wish is to be entirely 
conformed to thyself: let me 
have no will of my own. Let 
the things of the world grow 
less in my esteem, whilst the 
things of eternity brighten in 
my view.” 

Jan. 29, 1804. “ This day 
concludes my 26th year. O 
Lord, suitably affect my heart 
with a sense of thy goodness ; 
and as thou hast brought me to 
this anniversary birth-day, en- 
able me to make a renewed ten- 
der of my heart, and all the pow- 
ers of my mind to thee. Abun- 
dant has been thy goodness to 
me the year past. Not a day 
have I lost by sickness, and ne- 
ver have I hada more abiding 
sense of divine things, which is 
indeed an inestimable blessing.” 

Feb. “ Have been to visit a 
number of my poor sick neigh- 
bors ; felt a desire that God 
would grant me his presence, 
that I might not prove unprofi- 
table. Nothing more convinces 
me of my ingratitude, than when 
I see those who are laboring un- 
der a thousand real difficulties, 
that I should afflict myselt with 
s0 many imaginary ones. O 
sin, thou procuring cause of all 
my trouble ! were I more holy, 
I should be more happy. Lord 
Jesus, cleanse my polluted soul, 
and make it a dwelling fit for 
thee. It is my constant petition 
that God would revive in me a 
spirit of prayer, and if not in me 
particularly, that his children 
may be stirred up.” 

Apr. “ Oh, the blessings of the 
religion of Jesus! There isa 
comfort in casting my burden 
even of sins upon the Lord. O 
the gospel ! how it raises, re- 

Vor. VI. NO. 6. 
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finesand dignifies the soul ! Had 
I the tongue of an Angel, and 
the speech that seraphs use, I 
could not tell its blessings, and 
the wonders of redeeming love.” 

Near the close of this mont! 
she writes thus, concerning the 
death of an intimate friend, an 
eminently pious child of God : 
“ Have this day attended the re- 
mains of my dear friend Mr. S. 
tothe grave. Many circumstan- 
ces of his faithful friendship, 
rushed into mind, occasioning a 
flood of tears, which were some 
reliefto my mind. I thought if 
Jesus wept at the grave of Laz- 
arus, surely I might weep at the 
grave of this, in some respects, 
my spiritual father. O Lord, 
holy, just and true are thy ways 
—thou workest like thyself, and 
manifestest the hand of a sove- 
reign. Qh, sanctify this death 
to the living—awake in us a spi- 
rit of prayer. Help, Lord, for 
the godly man ccascth, the faith- 
ful fail from among the chil- 
dren of men.” 

May 3d. “ Attended meeting, 
and united in celebrating the 
Lord’s supper. I dare to hope 
it wasa profitable season to my 
soul. The scene was affecting 
on account of the recent loss of 
a most valuable member. Ano- 
ther consideration sensibly af- 
fected me, viz. That it was prob- 
ably the last time that I should 
commune with this particular 
church. I earnestly intreated for 
this pastor and people, and that 
there might be great additions 
to this church. O Father, if 
thou shalt see fit to remove me 
from this church, watch over me 
for good; enable me to let my 
light so shine as thou hast com- 
manded ; and make me useful 
in whatever station thou shalt 
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June. After her marriave she 
writes ; % Am laid under fresh 
and peculiar obligations to my 
Creator, Benefactor, and con- 
stant Preserver. Oh, that my 
heart mivht be suitably affeeted 
with a sense of divine goodness 
and that I might have grace to 
fulfil with fidelity the duties in- 
cumbent on me, in my new re- 
lation and station. O Lord, un- 
less thou dost protect us we are 
unprotected. © Lord, mould 
and fashion us as the clay is 
fashioned in the hands of the 
potter. Make my dear partner 
an able and faithful minister of 
the New ‘lestament, and enable 
me to observe whatsoever thou 
hast commanded. May our ways 
so please the Lord that even our 
enemies may be at peace with 
us.” 

Feb. Lord’s day. “ Attended 
meeting. Oh, the goodness of 
God in permitting me to go to 
his house! IT had rather be a 
door-keeper iti the house of 
Ged, than to dwell in the tents 
of the wicked.” 

March 3. “ Have been indul- 
sed with the unspeakable privi- 
lege of going to the house of 
God, and of uniting in the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s supper. I 
have earnestly desired that I 
might be favored with this un- 
speakabie privilege. I dare to 
hope the season has not been un- 
profitsble.” 


An Address ofihe Congregational 
Missionary Socictiu.inthe coun- 


and their vicinities. tothe Chur- 
ches and Conrrerations, Also. 
@ Report ofike Trustees of the 


Congregational Missionary Sc- 


726 Berkshire, ic. A 






Lissionary Society. [Dee 
ites from September, 1804, ts 
Schiember, 1805. 


Friends and Fellow Mortals, 


\ A7 E are all travelling, in 
rapid procession to the 


eternal world. On this narrow 
and busy stage, we are forming 
characters, which will be estab- 
lished for ever ; and which will 
introduce us, shortly, to realms 
of glory, or regions of woe.— 
Eternity will be to us joyful or 
sorrowful, according to the part 
we act in this life, respecting the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Since the first apostacy, which 
involved the world in sin and 
wretchedness, the only rational 
hope of forgiveness and salva- 
tion has been grounded on the 
plan of redemption by the sacri- 
fice of the Son of God. And 
even the glorious plan of re- 
demption appears to be ineffect- 
ual to salvation, without the re- 
newing influences of the Holy 
Spirit. Nor do we find evidence 
of thisrenewing influence, where 
the word of truth is not known. 
“ He that believeth shall be sav- 
ed.” How shall they believe 
in him, of whom they have not 
heard ? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher :” 

To aid the cause of truth, to 
promote humility and faith, and 
to advance the R edeemer’s king- 
dom, infinite wisdom hath seen 
fit to constitute an evangelical 
ministry ; and to treat with sin- 
ful men by faithful ambassa- 
dors. To induce mankind / 
call on the name of the Lord, so 
as to be saved, preachers are 


| sent forth in the name of Jesus 


Christ. The success of Zion’s 
cause under the divine admin- 
istration, has always been, by 
the instrumentality of /rreachers 
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eth by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” 

From this weighty considera- 
tion, may be urged the import- 
ance of missionary exertions. 
The numerous millions of sinful 
men must perish, unless their 
attention be arrested to the words 
of eternal lie ' 

Impressed with this solemn 
truth. the pious, of many Chris- 
tian nations have, by, divine 
gr ace, been aroused to Vigorous 
efiorts to spread the gospel of 
Christ. Missionary Operations 
have been more or less exten- 
sive, according to the various 
ability and zeal of the missiona- 
ry socicties. They have been 
more or less successful, accord- 
ing to the good pleasure of Him, 
it whose hand are the hearts of 
kines and of all men. 

With respect.to the persever- 
ance and success of this smail 
society, we have occasion to 
bless God, that our expectations 
have been exceeded. Few in 
number, at first, void of experi- 
ence, and destitute of pecuniary 
funds; the society could only, 
with feeble and trembling ac- 
cents solicit the aid of the warm- 
est friends of Zion. But not- 
withstanding the faint prospects, 
seven years ago, yet something 
worthy of the undertaking has 
been effected. Missionaries have 
bech employed generally ; and, 
atsome times, in considerable 
numbers. The various journals 
cf their labors and success af- 
lord pious pleasure. The means 
cfa moderate compensation of 
the missionaries have been al- 
Ways at hand. The numbers, 
and the resources of the SOciets 
have gradually increased. 

But notwithstanding all that 
is past, which demands a tribute 
ai thanks to God, and to cvery 
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liberal benefactor ; yet consid- 
ering from whence pecuniary 
uid is devived, which is only 
from the annual free will offer- 
ings; we are not without our 
fears, that, in the present period 
of general languor in religion, 
when iniquity aboundeth, and the 
love of waxeth cold, we 
shall realize an abatement of the 
missionary spirit. May the 
Lord, of his mercy, prevent 
this: and we would fervently 
pray the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would enlarge the hearts 
of all ranks of people, to give 
support to the missionary labor- 
ers in the harvest. 

The missionary cause is un- 
dertaken, not only with a view 
to the salvation of many souls, 
in the present Christian world ; 
and to the edification and sup- 
port of Christ’s kingdom in its 
present extent ; but also with 
a hope that it may be instru- 
mental of the civilization and 
conversion of the benighted ha- 
tions. Towards this great end, 
much has been effected ; and 
much more remains to be effect t- 
ed, to prepare the way for the 
millenial glory of the church. 

Let all the friends of Zion 
think on these things, rest on 
the divine promises, and in their 
various spheres of action, make 
united and vwunremitted exer- 
tions. All the dark regions of 
idolatry in the east, the west, 
the north, and the south, are to 
be illuminated with the rays of 
cospel light ; and this by ms- 
sionary exertions. There is no 
other WwW ‘ayy i 1 W hich the glori- 
ous light of truth is ever made 
to extend beyond its usual lim- 
its. This was the way in which 
the gospel, at first, pervads ed the 
Gad wi as sound 
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Christ was made manifest unto 
them that asked not after him. 
The apostles were the mission- 
aries of Christ ; encouraged and 
supported by all true believers, 
they were enabled, by divine 
grace, to carry the gospel to the 
utmost limits of the Roman em- 
pire. 

Greater things than these, 
God designs to accomplish by 
missionaries, in the present and 
future generations. 

Let the friends of Christ unite, 
and strengthen themselves in 
God: letthem come forth to the 
help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord, against the mighty. 
Let the ministers of Christ be 
psompt and animated in their 
sabors, wherever they are called ; 
and let all the flock of Christ 
be prompt to afford them aid 
end support, especially in mis- 
sionary labors. Let the zeal of 
apostolic times be awakened ; 
let the power and _ spirit of the 
ancient saints and martyrs be 
revived ; and we shall soon find 
the limits of our own nation too 
narrow even for the operations 
of this smal! society. 

ALVAN HYDE, 


Secretary in behalf of the Society. 


A Refiort of the Trustees to tiie 
Congrega/ional Missionciiy So- 
ciety, relaitve tathrir procecd- 
ings from Sept. 1804, to Set, 
1805. 


IN the Report of the Trus- 
tees, at the jast aiinual meetin; 
of the Socicty, it was stated, 
that Messrs. Samuel P. Robbins 
and Asaph Morgan had each 
entered on a mission of sixteen 
weeks to the counties of Luzern 
and Wayne. he journals of 
these missionaries lave been 
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received ; from which it appears, 
that for particular reasons, they 
were each in the service of 
the Society only fourteen weeks, 
Mr. Robbins, on this mission, 
made rising of 200 family vis. 
its, preached 80 Sermons, at- 
tended 28 conferences and one 
funeral, visited 8 schools, and 
received for the use of the Soci- 
ety 17 dollars 93 cents. 

Mr. Morgan preached 85 ser- 
mons, attended 4 conferences, 
visited more than 200 families, 
and 3 schools, and received in 
contributions for the Society 8 
dollars 35 cents. 

Having received from the 
Committee of Trustees a new 
appointment, Mr. Robbins, on 
his way to the Ohio, and after 
his arrival to that country, per- 
formed missionary services cight 
weeks more. The journal of 
this mission has come to hand ; 
in which Mr. Robbins states, 
that he made religious visits 
in many families—preached 52 
sermons—attended 6 conferen- 
ces—visited a number of schools 
and collected for the Society 7 
dollars 12 cents. 

In consequence of an appoint- 
ment from the Committee of 
‘Trustees, Rev. John Morse, on 
the 3lst of October last, enter- 
ed on a mission of cight weeks 
to the counties of Columbia and 
Greenc, in the State of New- 
Yor’, which he completed on 
the 2d of January following. His 
journal has been received ; from 


| which it appears, that he preach- 


ced 56 times—baptized 6 chil- 
aren, and collected for the Mis- 
s:onary Society 21 dollars. 

On the 22d of December last, 
Rev. Samucl Fuller, having re- 
received an appointment from 
the Committee of Trustees, en- 
tered ch a mission of twelve 
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weeks to the counties of Cayu- 
ga and Ontario and their vicini- 
ties, which he completed on the 
isth of March following. His 
journal, which has been receiv- 
ed, states that in performing this 
mission, he preached 78 times 
—attended two religious confer- 
ences—visited 7 schools and a 
number of familics—administer- 
ed the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper twice—baptized 11 chil- 
cren, and received for the fund 
of the Society 31 dollars 15 
cents. 

In May last, Rev. Mr. Fuller, 
under 2 new appointment from 
the Committee of Trustees, en- 
caged on a second mission of 
eight weeks to the county of 
Ontario; but, on account of the 
failure of his health, he was in 
the service of the Society only 
eight days. In this time he 
preached 10 sermons—visited 
‘schools—administered baptism 

ice, and received in contribu- 
ton 7 dollars 18 cents. 

In May, the Committee of 
Trustees sent glsoa new ap- 
pontment to Mr. Asaph Mor- 
can, with directions for him to 
co the duties of a missionary 
tight weeks in the northwestern 
counties of Vermont. A letter, 
«tely received from him, gives 
infurmation, that he is now en- 
caved On this mission. 

_ In the same month, Rev. Ol- 
iver Ayer, under an appoint- 
ment from the Committee of 
Trustees, sat out on a mission 
o. twelve weeks to the counties 
of Greene and Schoharie and 
their vicinities, in the State of 
Sew-York. 

; This mission has been per- 
‘ormed ; and from the journal 
of it, which has come to hand, 
appears that he labored as a 
“issionary thirteen wecks, one 
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week in addition tothe term for 
which he was at first engaged, 
which he was led to de in con- 
sequence of the advice of some 
of the Committee. On this mis- 
sion he preached 88 sermons— 
formed one church—admitted 
3 persons to the communion 
of other churches—-baptized 
one adult and 14 children— 
administered the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper 3 times— 
attended 5 conferences—made 
33 family visits, and received, in 
contribution 32 dollars 86 cents. 


Rev. Joseph Avery, under an 
appointment from the committee 
of Trustees, is now engaged on 
a mission of twelve weeks to the 
western counties of the State 
of New-York. 

All these missionaries were 
engaged in the service of the So- 
ciety for six dollars a week, cx- 
cepting Rev. Mr. Ayer, whowas 
engaged, on condition of receiv- 
ing 40 dollars for twelve sab- 
baths, and to have his pulpit sup- 
plied by neighboring ministers. 
But as he Jabored thirteen weeks, 
the Trustees have allowed him 
43 doliars 33 cents. 

Since the report of the Trus- 
tees, at the Jast annual meeting 
of the Society, 69 weeks and 8 
days of missionary service, ac- 
tually performed, have becn re- 
turned to the Trustees. 

The amount of the contribu- 
tions in the new settlements, re- 
ceived from the hands of the mis- 
sionaries, who have made re- 
turns, the year past, is 125 dol- 
lars 59 cents. 

The whole amount of ironies 
paid out for the support of mis- 
sionary preaching the year past, 
is 386 dollars 55 cents. 

September 17, 1805. 
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Berkshire, &c. Missionary Society, 


Account of the Monies received by the Treasurer. 


(Dec, 


A Statement of the Funds of the Congrégational Missionary So. 
ciety, originated in the Counties of Berkshire and Columbia, 
and the expenditures of the same from the 19th of October, 
1802, to the 22d of August, 1805, inclusive. 


1802. , 
Oct. Y9. Balance inthe Treasury, - - 249 
Dec. 7. A contribution from Cornwall, (Ver.) - 32 

From Rev. Benjamin Wooster, collected on a 
Mission, - - - - - 25 
1803. 
Jan. 13. Annual dues from two members, - - 2 
14. <A contribution from Washington, oe Ff 
A donation from Mrs. Austin, (Becket,) - | 
A donation from C. Butler, - - - 
March !. <A contribution from Pittsfield, - - 18 
April 12. Annual due from one member, - - | 
19. A contribution from Stockbridge, - - 85 
From Rev. Joseph Avery, collected on a 
Mission - - - - - 12 
May 9. A contribution from Williamstown, - - 35 
June 4. ‘From Rev. Benjamin Wooster, collected on 
a Mission, - - - - 25 
July 12. From Rev. B. Hotchkin, - - - 13 
14. A contribution from the Students of Wil- 
liams College, - - - - 20 
August 25. From Rev. Jabez Chadwick, collected ona 
Mission, - - - - 42 
Sept. 15. From a friend of Mission, - : - 6 
20. From Rev. Samuel Fuller, cash advanced for 
a Mission he did not perform, - - 10 
Annual dues frem sundry members, » «33 
Entrance money from sundry members, - 5 
From a friend of Missions, - - - | 
A donation from Rev. Stephen Tracy, - 3 
From Rev. David Perry, collected on a 
Mission, : ° ° . » £0 
A contribution from Chester, - - 17 
Dec. 23. A donation from Rev. Gideon Hawley, ae 
1804, : 
Jan. 4. A contribution from Pittsfield, x.» - 25 
10. From the executrix of the late Rey. John Ste- 
vens, the remainder of his legacy. - = 39 
Feb.21. =A contribution from Sheffield, - - - 18 
28. From Rev. Benjamin Wooster, collected on a 
Mission, « “ . . - 19 
April!7. A contribution from Lee, - - - 19 
}'rom a friend of Missions, the avails of a for- 
tunate Ticket, - - - - - 7 
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Col. Elijah Williams 400 of Doddridge’s Ad- 
dress to the Masterofa Family, 
Annual dues from sundry members since the 


20th Sept. last, - - : - - 10 
Jwy 2. From a friend of Missions in Williamstown, 10 
Sep. 10. From a friend of Missions, - - 12 
’ 18. A constribution from Mr. Collins’ Society in 
Lanesborough, - - . - - 24 6 
From a friend of Missions, - - - 2 
From a friend of Misagpns, - “ - | 


A contribution from Mr. Morse’s Society in 

Green River, . - "= 8 56 

Oct. 24. Addition to the last contribution of Pittsfield,: 1 10 
Dec. 13. From Rev. Benjamin Wooster, contributed on 


a Mission, - ‘ - 18 
Qct. 25. From Mr. Asaph Morgan, collected on a Mis- 
1805. sion, - - - - 8 35 
January 12. A contribution from Pittsfield, - - 12 29 
18. From Rev. John Morse, collected on a Mission, 21 10 
Feb) 11. A contribution from Windsor, - - 20 3. 


19. Arrearage of annual dues collected from sun- 
dry members since the 17th of April last, 4 

}'rom sundry members, their 7th annual dues 

and entrance money, since the 3d of Octo- 


ber, 1803, to this time, - - - 38 
April 8. From Rev.Samuel Fuller, collected ona Mission, 31 35 
23. From a Female Friend of Missions, - - 5 
29. A contribution from Lee, - - - 23 33 
A donation from Rev. Gideon Hawley, - | 
June 14. From Mr. Samuel P. Robbins, collected on a 
Mission, - - - - 25 5 
Sugust 22. Sundry arrearages of annual dues since the 19th 
February last, - : : - 7 
From a Friend of Missions, - - 12 
A donation from a Friend of Missions, in Will- 
lamstown, - - - - 10 


From a Female Friend of Missions, 250 copies 
of a work edtitled, Ze Great Duty of believ- 
ing on the Son of God. 





$1143 73 


Monies paid by order of the Trustees since the 19th of October, 
1802, to the 22d of August, 1805. 


1802, >. .<. 
Dec. 7, Paid Rev. Benjamin Wooster, the balance of his 
account for 12 weeks mission to the west and 
east of Lake Champlain, (10 dollars being ad- 
vanced by former Treasurer,) - - 62 
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1808. 
April 19. Paid Rev. J. Avery, for twelve weeks mission to 
the western counties of the state of New-York, 


his pulpit being supplied by neighboring minis- 
ters ten weeks of the time, ° ; 


- 45 34 
Paid Rev. Mr. Avery his expenses in forwarding 
Mr. Harrower’s mission, - - » I 
June 4. Paid Rev. Benjamin Wooster, for 12 weeks mis- 
sion to the northern parts of the states of New- 
York and Vermont, . - - 72 
Aug. 26. Paid Rev. Jabez Chadwick, for 16 weeks mission 
to the county of Luzern and its vicinity, - 96 
Sep. 20. Paid Rev. David Perry, balance due to him for his 
mission in June, 1802, - - - - 94! 
1804. 
Feb. 28. Paid Rev. Benjamin Wooster, for 16 weeks’ mis- 
sion to the western parts of the State of Ver- 
mont, - - - - - - 96 
Paid Rev. B. Wooster in advance of another mis- 
sion, - : : - : - - 47 86 


July 9. Paid Mr. Asaph Morgan in advance of a mission, 48 
Paid Mr. Samuel P. Robbins in ei of a mis- 
sion, - - 48 
Oct. 25. Paid Mr. Asaph Morgan the balence due to him 
for 14 weeks mission to the county of Luzern, 56 
Dec. 21. Paid Rev. B. Wooster the balance due to him for 
‘16 weeks mission to N. W. counties in the 


State of Vermont, - - - - - 49 14 
1805. | 
Jan. 17. Paid Rev. John Morse for 8 weeks mission in the 
county of Columbia and its vicinity, - 48 


April 8. Paid Rev. Samuel Fuller, for 12 weeks mission 
to the counties of Cayuga, Ontario, and their 


vicinity, - - - - - 72 
23. Paid Rev. Oliver ati in advance of a Mission- 
ary tour, : - 25 


June 14. Paid Mr. Samuel P. Robbins, the ‘een of 22 
weeks mission to the counties of Luzern and 
Wayne, and in the Ohio, - 84 

August 5. Paid Rev. Joseph Av ery, in es ofa Mis- 
sionary tour, - 


- 36 
eS 
Total paid out, 874 75 
Balance in the Treasury, 268 98 


—-_- ——— 


Dolls. 1143 73 


—_—_————— 


WILLIAM WALKER, Treasurer. 
Examined and allowed—TIMOTHY EDWARDS, Audt. 


J.enox, August 22, 1805. 
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Letter from Rev. Ethan Smith —Thoughts, ts’. 
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Officers of the Society for the present year. 
Rey. Ephraim Judson, President. 
Hon. Timothy Edwards, Esq. Vice-President. 
Hon. William Walker, Esq. Treasurer. 
Rev. Alvan Hyde, Secretary. 
Rey. Oliver Ayer, Clerk. 
TRUSTEES. 








Rev. Stephen West, D. D—Hon. Timothy Edwards, Esq. 
tev. David Perry—Hon. Barnabas Bidwell, Esq.—Rev. Beriah 
Hotchkin—Deacon John Hall—Rev. Alvan Hyde—Deacon Levi 
Nye—Rev. Samuel Shepard—Hon. William Walker, Esq. and 


rev, Silas Churchill. 


——a -): Gee 


‘etter from the Sectretary of the 
New-Hampshire Missionary So- 
rivtu, to the Secretary of the 
Visstonary Society of Connecti- 


r ‘ 


Hopkinton, Seft. 17, 1805. 


Rev. Sir, 

RECEIVED, and have com- 

municated to our Society, 
vour letter, with the Narrative, 
and am directed to return an 
answer. We rejoice to hear of 
the abundant labors and success- 
es of your Society in propaga- 
ting the blessed gospel. And 
would with the greatest cheer- 
fulness cultivate a friendly cor- 
respondence with them. Our 
means and services are smiail 
compared with yours. The fol- 
lowing: is asummary of our mis- 
sonary services, ViZ— 

In 1802, we had performed 
20 wecks, chiefly among the 
northern frontier settlements of 
this state. In 1808 we had 40 
Weeks 3 Viz.——12 weeks in the 
Western parts of New-York ; 
and 28 weeks in this state. In 
1804, we had 52 weeks, viz.— 
“2 weeks in the western parts 
of New-York ; and 50 in the 
horthern parts of this state-— 
lhis year we have engaged 47 
weeks ; 16 of which to be per- 
lormed west of lake Champlain. 

VoL. VI. No. 6. 







































and 31 in the northern parts of 
this state. 
This, being but little more 
than three years’ service, is the 
sum of the missionary labors 
performed or engaged by our 
Society. 
We have distributed, and have 
on hand for distribution, books ; 
bibles, sermons, tracts, kc. toa 
considerable amount, obtained 
by donation ; or procured by a 
recent female society. 
The journals of our Mission- 
aries have been pleasing ; and 
have excited hope that our ex- 
ertions have not been in vain. 
The Lord is doing great 
things. We rejoice in contri- 
buting our mite toaid the ¢reat 
and wood cause. 
Wishing the blessing of God 
may attend all missionary exer- 
tions, I subscribe myself yours 
with affection and respect. 
Eruan Satu. Sec. to the 

N. HL. Mis. Soc 

Rey. Abel Flint. 





— — + ae 
Thoughts on 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 
oe 99 


~Oy # 

For ve see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many migh- 
te. not manu noble are called 
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Pui God hath chosen the fool- 
ish things of the seurld, to con- 
i; and Ged hath 
chosen the weak things of the 
svorld, to ~_— und the — 


“) f>. Di op 
are Ima, us al a UUs 


things of the avorlid, ond tinge 
qwhich are despised haih Ged 
chosen, yea and things which 


are not, to bring to nought 
hings t hat are: That no flesh 
should glory in his prescnee. 


ie is conceived, by the writer 
of the following thoughts, 
that the construction, usually put 
upon these words, is not agree- 
able to sound reason, and the 
scriptures of wuth. “Phe words, 
are celled, at the close of the 26th 
verse, Were supplied, by the tran- 
slators, and are not found in the 
original text. These words be- 
ing added, the natural construc- 
tion is, that not many of the wise, 
mighty and noble ‘of mankind, 
are made subjects of divine grace, 
and saved by the gopsel. It is 
however thought, that this, if it 
were true in fact, was not th 

thing intended by the apostle, in 
these words. It was evidently 
his design, to adduce an argu- 
ment, for illustratine the divine 
power of the gospel, and cemon- 
strating the glory, which is due 
unto God, on account of it. But 
this is not dene, by the censtruc- 

tion which has been generally 

put upon this passarre. Does 


God confound the wise men of 


the world by choosine the focl- 
ish; and the mighty, by chocs- 
ing the weak, the base and the 
despis sed, ain U inclining Laem to 
embrace the espe I? ts there 
any tendency nde his es: Lila, 
to appreciats the power of 
gospel, and the glory ofthe ¢ orace 
ra ‘eby Cisplayed, in its an 


t ? ’ 7.11 7 : } 
effectual, for pri scivirne | the 
. e te 


th 
ui 


1 Cor. i. 26—29. | De¢ 








weak and ignorant of mankind. 

to the faith of Jesus? If such 

compose the great mass of be- 

lievers, does it not seem rathey 

to derogate from the divine efi- 
cacy and glory, which are ascri- 
bed to the gospel, when it is said 
to be, the wisdom of God, and 
the power of God, unto the sal- 
vation of believers ? And does it 
not thence furnish the occasion 
which its adversaries wish, for 
attempting to discredit its di- 
vine origin, by alledging, that 
itis believed, chiefly, by per- 
sons, whose faith is the result of 
weakness and credulity ? In op- 
position to the construction here 
considered, it is believed, that 
the apostle has respect to the 
instruments employed for sprea- 

ding the gospel, and es tablishing 
the Christian church, when he 
speaksof the foolish things, which: 
God had chosen, to confound the 
wise, and the weak things, to 
confoundthe mighty. By means 
of men who were not able to re- 
commend the religion of Jesus, 
with excellency of speech, and 
with arguments devised by men’s 
wisdom, but by demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of that divine 
powcr, to which its efficacy must 
be ascribed, its adversaries were 
confoundec. Tt was thence de- 
monstrated, that what was sty- 
led foolishness, by the pride ol 
philosophy, was wiser than men, 
and the weakness imputed to the 
rospel, stronger than men. Its 
adversaries could give no ra- 
tional, and satisfactory account 
of the extensive and surprising 
cflects, which they witnessed, 
upon men of all classes, other- 

Wi vy than by acknowledging, 

that the eos spel, < as it claimed t ) 
be, Was 'the goed of God, to 
salvation ; and that it was in 


his View. wiser and stronge! 
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han men. But when folly and 
weakness are predicated of the 
instruments employed, which 
is correct, considering them as 
‘in and unlearned men, and 
nce incapable of persuading 
hers to receive their testimo- 
ny concerning Jesus, by the 
wength of arguments, which 
their reason could suggest, the 
inference naturally follows, that 
the excellency of the powcr, by 
which theie preaching was ren- 
dered effectual, must be ascri- 
ted to God, and not to them. 
When, as the truth was, men of 
allsorts, as to natural and ac- 
quired abilities, Were captivated 
into the obedience of Christ, and 
made to shew forth his praise, 
in lives of holiness, and that, 
by means of instruments, which 
were in themselves, confessedly 
weak, and altogether in: adequate 
tothe pros luction of such migh- 
ty and unheard of effects, it is 
obvious, that these must be as- 
cribed to God ; and that no flesh 
—neither the subjects of his 
grace, nor the instruments of 
communicating it, can have 
whereof to glory. 

When, therefore, the apostle 
says, Ye see your calling, breih- 
ren, he must have respect to the 
means and instruments, by which 
they were called. An appeal to 
these was much hetter suited to 
confound the wise, the mighty, 
and noble of this world, in view 
of the amazing effects, produced 
by the gospel, than appealing to 
the comparative folly and weak- 
hess of the persons, o” whom 
these effects were wrought ; and 
admitting, at the same time, that 
men of opposite description were 
proof against them. ‘Lhe latter 
idea seems to furnish occasion 
for the wise, mighty, and noble, 
afier the flesh, to glory in their 
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own wisdom and strength ; and 


for suchas have embraced Chris- 
lianity, to be ashamed of their 
own folly, weakness and credu- 
lity. But on the construction 
here sugyesied, the apostle’s 
reasoning appears to be forcible, 
and highly iateresting. In this 
view ol it, he who gior icth, must 
glory in the Lord, f for no flesh 
can find occasion for glorying in 
his presence. 
TROPHIMUS. 


Pr ; Tan;¢ 
F rom the Nehgious Mo iLOF. 
Iecount of the Soriety? nt 
~ACCOUNE of RE waociery im wf. 
land for Propagating Christian 
Kuowledge. 


IT has for some time been 
our wish to present our Read- 
ers with an accountof the an- 
cient and vene rabic Soci ty tin 
Scotland for Pr 1 Chris- 
tian Knowled oe, y ed ts for 
this institution have from time to 
time been published by the Soci- 
ety themselves ; but vnether 
these accounts have been partial- 
ly circulated, or have not been 
generally read ; ; or whatever has 
been the cause, we ‘have access to 
know, that some very erroncous 
ideas are canecaiied by many 
concerning the extent and ex- 
penditure of their funds.—We 
were happy there ‘fore to find in 
the appendix to the last anniver- 
sary sermon, josctovob before 
the Corresponding Board in 
London, by the Rev. Witiram 
Jax of Bath, _— an account of 
this cxcellent charity as suits 
our limits ; while at the same, 
time itcontainsadistinct andcor- 
rect statement of its rise, proz- 
ress,and objects. —[t afforded us 
much pleasare in in the perusal ; 
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and, we doubt not, will be read 
with satisfaction by every sin- 
cere friend to religion and his 
country. Itis part of a speech 
delivered by their worthy and 
active Secretary, the Rev. Dr. 
Kemp, to the Members and 
Benefactors of the Society in 
London, at their anniversary 
meeting in May last, (the Duke 
of Atholl in the chair) and pub- 
lished in the appendix, at the 
desire of the Society. In com- 
pliance with their request, as is 
noticed in an advertisement pre- 
fixed tothe publication, the Doc- 
tor was induced to revise the few 
notes which he had previously 
made out, asthe Aeads of what 
he ought to say ; and to recol- 
lect as well as he could, what 
he did say on the occasion ; and 
he is persuaded, as he. states, 
that what is published contains, 
if not the words, at least the 
substance of his speech. 





THE Society in Scotland 
for Profiagating Christian Knowl- 
edge derived its existence from 
the benevolence of a few private 
rentlemen, who, inthe begin- 
ing of the jast century, had made 
themselves acquainted with the 
melancholy condition of the in- 
habitants of the remote districts 
of Scotland, and were deeply 
affected by the profound igno- 
rance and gross barbarism in 
which they were buried. ‘They 
found that these poor people 
were utterly destitute of almost 
all the means of knowledge and 
improvement. The few Prote- 
stant ministers settled among 
them, were thinly scattered o- 
ver an immence surface of rug- 
ged country ; divided indeed in- 
to parishes, and cach provided 
with a Protestant minister, but 
these farishes rescnabling rather 


oo 
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shires, or provinces of great ex. 
tent. Even at this day when 
the numberof ministers is great- 
ly increased, some of these par- 
ishes, which I have travelled 
through, are sixty miles in 
length by forty in breadth— 
Others of them consist of sever- 
al islands detached from each 
other by miles, and in some cases 
by /eagues of a boisterous sea. 

The parishes on the main 
land of the Highlands, are for 
the most part intersected by 
arms of the sea reaching far into 
the country, or by rapid rivers 
destitute of bridges, and in the 
winter generally impassible ;— 
many of them by high moun- 
tains, which for months togeth- 
er are covered with snow ; so 
that all intercourse is prevented 
between the several parts of 
the same parish, and of course, 
between the minister and the 
people, except in the district in 
which he happens to reside. 

The body of the people were 
by these means not only depri- 
ved ina great measure of the 
benefit of the instructions of 
their ministers, but were al- 
most totally destitute of schools 
and seminaries for the education 
of their children. 

‘ew comparatively of the par- 
ishes in the Highlands and Isl- 
ands at that time enjoyed the 
benefit of parochial schools 
(there are too many in the same 
situation at this day,) and of the 
few which had schools, the ben- 
efit, from the causes I have al- 
ready mentioned, extended but 
to asmail portion of the inhab- 
itants. Add to these unfortu- 
nate circumstances, that the lan- 
guave of the people was, and 
sull is the Gaelic, in which there 
vere then no books, and though 





there had, they could have been 
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ofno use, for none of the peo- 
ple could read. / 

From these causes combined, 
it is certain, nor is it to be won- 
dered at, that intellectual dark- 
ness, the grossest and most pro- 
found, brooded over this unhap- 
py country, that its inhabitants 
were ignorant of the first prin- 
ciples of the Christian system, 
and that what notions they had 
of a religious nature were a 
mixture of popish and pagan 
superstition. § 

We may justly add, that these 
poor people were as ignorant of 
the arts of c?vilized, as they were 
of the principles of the red/igtous 
life; their minds were fierce, 
and their manners barbarous. 
The feuds of their clans were 
endless, and their quarrels bloo- 
dy. They were plunderers of 
tie loyal and peaceful inhabi- 
tants of the dow-lands of Scot- 
land; and in general (for there 
were exceptions) they were hos- 
tile to the happy constitution of 
government established at the 
revolution. Successive rebell- 
ions from- that erea to the 
vear 1746, furnish melancholy 
proofs of the justice of this last 
assertion, and the then disposi- 
tionof the Highlanders. 

It was impossible that cultiva- 
ted and benevolent minds could 
contemplate without commise- 
ration, « people, and those their 
oWh countrymen, in so unhappy 
acondition. The generous foun- 
cers of our Society pitied them, 
and formed a noble plan for 
their relief. Their personal 
funds were narrow; but they 
exerted them to the utmost.— 
They made known their inten- 
tionsto the public ;—they were 
“pproved ; and numbers enter- 
ed heartily into the plan which 
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sembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, by repeated acts in succes- 
sive years, recommended it to 
the liberality of their people. 
It was made known to Queen 
Anne, of pious memory : her 
majesty’s approbation of it was 
published by aroyal proclama- 
tion in the year 1708; and in 

1709, the Queen was graciously 
pleased to issue her letters pa- 
tent, constituting the subscribers 
a body corporate, by the name 
and designation which they have 
ever since borne. The objects 
of the Society are defined in 
their charter, “ for raising 
“a voluntary contribution to- 
‘ wards the farther promotion 
“ of Christian Knowledge, and 
‘ the increase of piety and vir- 
‘ tue within Scotland, especially 
in the Highlands and Islands 
‘and remote corners thereof, 
where idolatry, superstition, 
‘* and ignorance, do mostly a- 
“ bound, by reason of the large- 
“ nessof parishes and scarcity 
“ of schools—giving and grant- 
“ ing to the Society full powers 
“to receive subscriptions and 
donations of money, and there- 
“ with to erect and maintain 
“ schools to teach to read, espe- 
cially the Holy Scriptures and 
‘other good and pious books ; 
as also to teach writing, arith- 
metic, and such like degrees 
of knowledge.” 

The Subscribers and first 
Members of the Society were, 
many of them, of the highest 
rank and most distinguished cha- 
racters in Scotland. Permit me 
to read from an authentic list, 
published by authority, a few of 
their names :—/ames, Duke of 
Queensbury and Dover ; John, 
Duke of Atholl (the great-granc- 
father of our present noble 
Chairman); Daved, Earl of Bu- 
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chan; Thomas, Fari of Hadding- 
ton; John, Earl of Lauderdaie ; 
James, Earl of Scafield ; David, 
Earl of Glasgow ; Charles, karl 
ef Hopetoun ; Archibald, Earl 
of Islay. Besides these noblemen, 
there occur on the list, the names 
of many gentlemen of rank and 
fortune,—the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature in 
Scotland ; all the ministers of 
Edinburgh and its vicinity ; and 
a great number of its most res- 
pectable citizens. 

Four thousand piounds were 
raised ; and immediately the So- 
ciety began their operations as 
described in their Charter. By 
establishing schools for the in- 
struction of youth, they wished 
to rescue their as yet uncorrupt- 
ed minds from the ignorance 
and barbarism of their fathers, 
to imbue them with the first 
principles of science and _ reli- 
gion, and to open to them the 
ehannels of farther improve- 
ment by teaching them to speak 
and to read the English language. 

Need I say to well-informed 
men, acquainted with human na- 
ture, that the instruction of 
youth, is of all methods the most 
effectual for conveying knowl- 
edge and improvement to an ig- 
norant and uncivilized people ? 

The success which attended 
the first beginnings of the plan 
adopted by the Society, soon 
gave to it celebrity, and brought 
a large addition to the list of its 
patrons and friends. Its funds 
rapidiy increased, and in exact 
proportion to their increase, the 
number of schools upon its es- 
tablishment was augmented. 

In the year 1738 they amount- 
edtoan hundred and twelve. 

At that time, the Society deep- 
ly regretting the idlencss, and 
ignorance of the common arts 
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of industry which generally pre. 
vailed in the Highlands and Is|- 
ands, and being persuaded that 
idleness and vice commonly gy 
hand in hand, resolved to cy 
what in them lay to cure this 
evil. They applied for, and ob. 
tained from his late Majesty 
King George II. a new patent, 
authorizing them to erect schools 
of industry for teaching the 
youth of both sexes, and partic- 
ularly females, its more common 
branches. Upon this part of 
their plan, as well as upon that 
of the first patent, they have 
ever since proceeded, and now 
the number of their schools of 
industry amounts to above an 
hundred, at which are taught 
above two thousand young per- 
sons, chicfly girls. 

In consequence of these 
schools, the women of the remote 
parts of the Highlands and Isl- 
ands, who as usually happens in 
rude countries, were chiefly em- 
ployed in the labors of the field, 
are now occupied in cmploy- 
ments befitting their sex, in 
spinning, sewing, knitting, and 
the like appropriate arts, while, 
at the same time, they learn to 
read the Scriptures, and to un- 
derstand the first principles of 
religion.. 

It would be tedious, and occu- 
py too much of your time, to 
trace the history of the Society 
through its successive 
the enlargement of its funds, 
and consequent increase of its 
schoois to the present time— 
Suffice it in general to state, that 
there are now maintained upon 
its establishment, above three 
hundred teachers of schools, be- 
sides missionary ministers, cate- 
chists, and pensionary studcn:s 
of divinity having the Gaclic 
language, and that the expense 
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of their salaries amounts to the 
average sum of about £3600 per 
annum. The whole of the So- 
ciety’s annual revenue is but 
about £4000; so that only £400 
per annum remains for supply- 
ing their schools with books, 
(Bibles, New Testaments, Sfel- 
ling Books, &e.) and for the ne- 
cessary unavoidable expense of 
carrying on the business of so 
hrge an establishment: by 
means of which near séxrteen 
thousund childven are trained up 
in the first principles of rcligton 
and literature—the knowledge 
of the English language, and 
useful industry. 

‘The economy with which the 
husinessis conducted, is great be- 
vond what can casily be con- 
ceived by straugers. Three sala- 
ries only ave paid to the Officers 
ofthe Society—the 7reasurer— 
the Bookholder—and Clerk ; each 
of them having departments of 
creat Importance and labor, and 
the sum allowed to each of them 
isbut £25 per annum. These 
salaries were fixed many years 
ago, and have never been increa- 
sed. The Secretary, Libraricn, 
Comptroller and Accountant have 
no salary, ner pécuniary emol- 
ument whatever—cheirs’ are la- 
bars of love, 

But stillin spite of all our e- 
cohomy, the unavoidable annual 
expense of such an_ establish- 
ment far exceeds our income ; 
and were it not for the occasion- 
al and annual subscriptions and 
donations of the charitable and 
benevolent, among whom with 
the deepest sense of gratitude, 
Wc Dumber the gentlemen whom 
{ have now the honor to address, 
itwere impossible to maintain 
ity and the number of our schools 
nuust of necessity be reduced. 
But in making up the scheme 
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of our schools, &c. for each suc- 
cessive year, and proportioning 
It to our ways and means, we 
are accustomed to count upon 
your long experienced liberali- 
ty ; and we have never been dis- 
appointed. 

A taste for literature and ins 
tellectual improvement has gra- 
dually diffused itself even to the 
remotest districts of the High- 
landers and Islands of Scotland. 
Many petitions fcr more schools 
are annually poured in upon us. 
Not a few have been transmitted 
to me since I cume to London. 
These, with deep regret, we 
find ourselves obliged to refuse, 
merely because our funds do not 
enable us to grant their desire. 

Curschoolmasters too are ob- 
jects of our sincerest commis- 
cration. ‘Lhough I know no 
class of men more meritorious 
or better deserving of theircoun- 
try, than they as a body are, (and 
1 know them all;)yet their sala- 
rics, (almost their sole depend- 
ence, their school-fees being 
next to uothing,) are by far too 
smail to enable them to live with 
any degree of comfort. They 
do not exceed at an average £15 
per annum. Even this sum, 
small as it is, m remote and 
cheap countries, was in former 
times, to men in their station, 
adequate to the expense of liv- 
ing. Of late, as every body 
knows and feels, things have un- 
dergone a wonderful change— 
The necessaries of life have ad- 
vanced to a double price in eve- 
ry part of the empire, not ex- 
cepting the most distant. Ear- 
nestly do we wish to increase the 
salaries of our worthy school- 
masters: but this we cannot do, 
without either diminishing their 
number, or recciving an increase 
to our funds. 
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To abridge the number of 
teachers, when so many more 
are wanted and earnestly peti- 
tioned for, is a measure which no 
friend to religion, to his country, 
or to humanity, would wish to 
see put in practice. Much de- 
pends upon you, Gentlemen, 
to whom God hath given the 
means, and I trust, the hearts, to 
prevent its necessity. 

(To be continued ) 
———wwp -- ae 
Religious Intelligence. 
osnatipwes 
Edinburgh Missionary Society. 
L ETTE RS have lately been 
received by the Edinburgh Mis- 
sionary Society, from Mr. Eben- 
ezer Reid, their Catechist in 
Jamaica. From these it ap- 
pears, that though he has not 
yet been permitted, since the 
passing of the extraordinary act 
that was repeatedly noticed in 
this Magazine, to resume his 
evening “meetings for the in- 
struction of negroes and pcople 
of color, his time is most use- 
fully filled up. In his day- 
school, which is very numerous, 
he is at great pains, and indeed 
makes it his chief object to 
initiate the young people, who 
attend, in the knowledge of 
Christian principles, and to im- 
press their minds with the fear 
and love of God. Every day 
he catechises, exhorts, and prays 
with them. Most of them who 
can read, are able to repeat, 
besides their catechisms, our 
Lord’s sermon on the mount, 
and a number of sclect chapters 
both in the Old and New Testa- 
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repeat from the Ist to the 234 
Psalm in prose. Several of 
them, the greatest part both of 
Watts’ Divine Songs for Chil. 
dren, andof Doddridge’s Prin. 
ciples of the Christian Religion: 
and of some of them there is rea- 
son to believe, that their minds 
are truly impressed with a sense 
of the infinite importance of di- 
vine things. 

After school hours, Mr. Reid 
calls on the parents of his scho- 
lars, at their own houses, exam- 
ines their children before them, 
and, in this way, takes occasion, 
to speak to them of the nature 
and importance of religion ; the 
misery of those who live and die 
strangers to Christ ; and the ne- 
cessity of an immediate atten- 
tion to the things which belong 
to their everlasting peace— 
These visits have, in several in- 
stances, been greatly blessed 
both to old and young: many 
have asked him to renew them 
much oftener than it is in his 
powertodoit ; and helaysitdown 
as a rule, never to visit but where 
he has an opportunity of cate- 
chising and exhorting. A pious 
and respectable gentleman in 
Kingston, has written to his 
friend in Edinburgh, who is one 
of the Directors of the Mission- 
ary Society, in high terms of 
commendation, respecting Mr 
Reid’s method of conducting his 
school. He says, “ That such 
aschool, he is persuaded, was 
never before kept in the West- 
Indies ; and, he trusts, that the 
happy eflects of it will ere long 
be seen among the rising gene- 


ment. Onze of the scholars can | ration.” 
Donations to the Missio nary Society of Connecticut. 
Nov. 5. A Friend of Missions of Sharon, ° 3 
. A Female friend of Missions, ° - QO 2 
Noah Webster, jun. Feq. Fifteen Dollars, being 
59 cents a 1000 on 30,000 Spelling Books, 15 
7. From a Lady in ne We w- Hampshire, - 5 
15. A Friend of Mis 5 5§—29 19 








